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To THE 


| Young Gentlemen 


GREAT BRITAIN, 


And, particularly, To Thoſe of the 


INNS of COURT 


is i en Hi Ge 


METROPOLIS. 


> OX JERMIT me, Chckook je, young 
Gentlemen, among the Crowd of 
0 l Writers that have ingag'd in the 
W reſent important Controverſy, to 


throw in among you, a little com- 


XS Seafe and plain Realotings in ef of 


Chriſtianity, which may poſſibly ae the 


Minds of ſuch of you as are uot Cages cr Bare | 


4 4 againſt all Conviction. 
A to the principal Leaders of the pope 


rho, T owni I have not much Hopes that 


any thing I al N, will have * upon 


them. 


* 


a To the Young Gentlemen 


them. They are Perſons that ou to be given 
19 to a Reprobate Mind, and their Pride, their 
Vanity, their Diſappointments,. their Love of 
Novelty, or their Gain, may operate ſo ſtrongly 
upon them, as to ſecure them equally againſt . 
the Poſſubility of Conviction, and 5 Repentance. 
BUT for ſuch as are only Smatterets in 
Infidelity, becauſe it is a New Thing; who 


can have no Worldly Views to gratify by the 


arew-fangled Impieties; who, whatever "Looſe 


they may give themſelves at preſent, muſt, one 

Time: nu other, mw into 22 =” of 
Living and of Thinking, and may poſſibly one 
Day think it Policy, at leaſt, to attempt to 
keep their Families, Children, and Servants in 
Order by the ſacred Ties, of Religion and Piety 
For ſuch, I ſay, I am in ſome Hopes, that they 


may be made ſenſible, on due Reflection, of the 


Folly of jeſting with edg'd Tools, of turning 


facred Things into Ridicule, and playing with 


their Perdition, till it overtake them; till they 
are given up to a Reprobate Mind, and are 
thrown headlong, if not into a State of De- 


Spondency (for from that their want of Faith 


may ſecure them) into a State of final Impe- 
nitence. 3 i 10 4 


> 


HW HA 7 I have aim'd at in the FO 
Sheets, is, to accommodate myſelf to the plaineſt 


— 


Capacitiet, by eaſy and Parr wt (4% 


without entering into the abſtraſer Points of 
| Divinity ; and as Mr. Lock is reckon'd upon 
„ OS ; R 8 by 


c the ſeveral Inns of Court. iii 


by ſome Perſons, as the Corner-ſtone af the 
preſent Scepticiſm:; and as 4 EM Us has 
been doubtleſs made of his Writings, than he 


ever intended; ] have, in the Courſe of the 
Argument, ſeletted a4 few Paragraphs from | 


that fablime Reaſoner, in Vindication of Chri- 
ſtianity; which I believe muſt have a better 
Efett from him, than from any other Author, 


as he was a Layman, and not to be ſuſpected of 


Prieftcraſt 3 but, on the contrary, was known, 
to be a ſtrenuous Advocate for Reaſon, and 


Liberty of Thinking, and ſtruck. out more 


new and u _ Lights in that Way, than any 
i 


Author of his own, or any other Age. 


THE. Reaſon why I addreſs myſelf not quly 


to the Britiſh Youth in general, but particulagly 


to Jou, Gentlemen, 4 the Inns of Court about 


this great City, is, becauſe tis too juſtly; to ſe 


9 


apprehended, that many of you habe laben g 


very deep  Taint of this Infection of Infide- 


ſober Minds, the ſen/ele/s Bu 
Scoffs of the moſt virulent. Apaſras 
appear d ſince the Tyme af the Emperor julian: 
And it will be a very great Pleaſure to me, if 

the Arguments contain'd in the . ſubſequent 
Pages, may have the happy Effet to put any 


of you upon due Reflection; if they are able ta 


confirm the doubting Minds of well-meaning 


Perſons, who may have been ſhock'd by the bold 
8 N 1 A 2 8 Pf | Attacks 


3 ———— — 
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iy To the Young Gentlemen 


Attacks that have been lately made ou the Chri- 


ian Religion, and to bring back any of you to 


the regular Paths, "which conducted your Foree 
fathers to the End of Life with Comfort and 
Happineſs both to themſelves and Families. 


Fo R, let me tell you, young Gentlemen, if 


your Fathers had given ſuch a Looſe to their. 


— 


fanciful Imaginations, as you, their. wiſer Sons, 
do, I know not whether the Influences it would 
have had on their Morals, would not (if you 
had had a Being at all) have given you, both 
as to Health and Circumſtance, a' much other- 
guiſe Situation, than that in which you now 
find yourſelves. | 


*'7 TS hard to ſay where a Man may ſtop, 
that has brought 5 to difpenſe with 106 
facred Tefts of Religion and Good Manners, 
which ought to incompaſs and ſecure hi V ir- 
tue. If once the proper Mounds or Boundaries 
That are fix'd to with-hold the rapid Waves of 
Libertiniſm, come ever ſo little 0 be broken 

thre, the ruſhing Waters will quickly make 
themſelves a larger Puſfſage » They will impetu- 
o bear down all Obſtiaions, and will ſoon 


poerehelm the fair Paſture of an innocent 


YOU knew the Time yoirſekoes, my dear 
Friends, when you were ſhock*d at thoſe Imt is: 
rn Dolder Minas eee 


n ane promife yourſelves how for flere 
ae | : 7 . LE of 


of the ſeveral Inns of Court. v. 


of what: you may. now tremble at ( ſuppoſing: 
you not jatally abandond) your n De pra- 
* win lead 2. . 


1 B 7 ten Jon , Gentlemen, a even 4 
Reſolute Cynurſe of Piety, is an Uphill Con- 
tentioh qgainſſ t Delufions of Gur own. Frail - 
ty and Partiality (fur, in Complaiſance:to your. 
preſent illuminated, Taſtes T fut the Devil 
quite out of the Caſe) ; No Wonder: then, that. 
we are precipitates Down-hill with Fengeance: 


when-we give way to the Deceptionsraf à de 


 praved. 2 ; and ſuffer our Imaginations 70. 
run army with our Diſcretion, a t Devils 
di with the Swine, till, like them, we are 


plung'd Into the fathomliſs Abyſs» of Doubt 
and ee 


>. A P 7 = 4 — 5 
% 1 Es LAI } 
10 . 5 4 ” I 


1 44 excellently laid, by —— 2 
thor, & There is | nathing more \ unreaſonable. 


„ han. to negleci and dgſpiſe plain and faſfes 
A cient: Eyidence before us 0400 ſuch- I hope 


ve ſhall produce in the following Sheets) 


aud to fit down to imagine what kind , E. 


« dence uni hate phaſed u; and then. ts. 


e make the Want of fach Euidenge an Ghee. 


“tion to ibe Truth; which. yet, ij well camſi- 


= der d, world be found to he well eftabliſÞ'd.” 


is making aur wil Fancies and van 
Imaginations /t in Judgmant aan Revele- 


tion, and to determine boldly upon it, as our 


changeable and erroneous Opinion, or per- 
N our 9 or Appetite, —__ 
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vi To the Yaung Gentlemen 
we may nicł-name Reaſon, at the Time fag 


I ſay, At the Time; for as poſitive as you 
may now be of the Strength of your Reaſon, 
| | it is far from being impoſſible that you-may be. 
| \ hereafter convicted to a quite contrary Senti- 
If ment, which may put in as ſirong a Claim at 
your preſent Opinion does, to the Name of 
Reaſon; and even. then, jou are not ſure but 
jon may be afterwards ftill farther illuminated, 
and induced to embrace à third Opinion dif/e- 
rem from both: So fallacious, /o variable ir 
what you call Reaſon ! and ſo unfit to he ſet. 
up as an abſolute Guide, in Oppoſition to the 
unerring and immutable Laws of tbe Goſpel. 


'T WILL be bold therefore to pronounce, 

7 bat the-more you know, the leſs yon doubt, 
or at leaſt, the more modeſt. youll be. if but 
jor jour own Sakes, leſt ou ſbould live to 
change your Opinious; for why ſbould yoit 
/ BHelivoe your Reaſon is arrivd ut its full Ma- 
turity, and that it is ſo capacious, that it can 
comprehend every thing? What tImtrovement 
which you have made your particular Study, 
that ſhould induce you ta this extraordinary 
Opinion of your own finite Reaſons and circum- 
ferib'd Underflandings Od nt 


ARE there not in the Heavens, in the 
Earth, in the Air, and in the Waters, innu- 
"I 9 5 . 


+ 
A * 


— 


_ of the ſeweral Inns of Coutt. vii 
merable and incomprehenſible Wonders, fat 
beyond the Capacity of the cleareſ# and mo 
illuminated Minds to account for by feeble 
Reaſon? Will you therefore deny the Evidence 
| of your Senſes, to the Exiſtence of fach Wonders, 
cauſe they are beyond your Comprehenſion ? © 


WHAT ſurprizing Diſcoveries have been 
of late Tears made in Science by Sir ISAAC 
NEwTON, and others! But becauſe "moſt 2 
thoſe Diſcoveries are Demonſirations only to the 
Learned Few, muſt the Generality of the World, 

| (who can neither conceive nor comprehend 
them) rejet# them as unworthy of their 
Bol for no other Cauſe than that they are 
not demonſtrable to their weak Reaſon? N 


20 deſcend fiill lower : How often, even in 
common Acquirements, which we maſter by Ap- 
plication only, and which require no great Force 
"of Genius to attain, do we at the Beginning 
wonder at, and think next to impratticable, 
thoſe Things, which afterwards become ſo eaſy 
and pheaſant to us, that we are ſurprized that 
we ſhould ever have thought them difficult ® * 


HOW much Iſs then are the Myſteries" of 
Religion, and thoſe Divine Truths which Gov 
has not thought fit to ſubmit to the fallible 
Reaſon of ſbort-figbted Man, to be rejected, 


becauſe we cannot account for them, and bring 


#hem down to the Level of our weak Under- 
Pandings @ ' | Mo a 
| AFTER 


viii To the Young Gentlemen, &. 


AFTER all 4 am, far from. 71 to 
8 ſuch Principles as may lead to an'enor- 
mous Faith :. On the contrary, I thinł, that a 
mode dud welk regulated Reaſon is the glorious 
Privilege of Human Nature; and tis the priu- 
cipal Def En of theſe Sheets to prove, That ſuch 
4 Reaſon is conſiſient with Revelation, and that 
i | Morality and the Law of Nature are ſo fur 
4H from being oppugned by the Goſpel Diipenta- 
78 ton, that they ore exalted and made pie 


| „e 2 | \ 
in every Science, the plaineſt Things are the 

moſt uſeful, ſo it has pleaſed Gon to order it, 
that in the Chriſtian Revelation, all that is 

= neceſſary for us to know, for the promoting of 1 

xl dur Happineſs both Here and Hereafter, lies iu | 

1 4 ſnall and eaſy Compaſs, and intirely within 
the Reach of our natural Reaſon. Jo what 

38 Purpoſe then have we had fo much Buſile made 

3 | by fo many learned Pens, who have ſet the 

. | 1a in an Uproar, about little more than 

=_ - mers. Words, and have diſputed ſo long, that 

= tzbe Practical Part, the Effence of Religion, 

3 bas been well near leſÞ in the Cloud of _ 

E | - rn Mirth "HIRE 
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Wore 5 H E Wen W Slate 1 | 
produced againſt Chriſtianity, are 5 | 
| 

| 


bon being New, except as to the inde- 
1 | (9 Sr 47 cent Manner in which they have been 
reid. This indeed muſt be con- 
feſs*d to be _—_ New, and ſeems reſerv'd for the 
Apoſtates of the preſent Age: While ſome bold 
Minds have revived the Doctrines of Arins, another 
has gone beyond Juian the Apoſtate Emperor, 
in his Inſults on the Holy 7%; and the moſt | 
abſurd of the. Heathen Syſtems of Religion was 
never treated in ſo ſhocking, ſo ungentlemanly; i 
5 ſo ſeurrilous a Manner, as the Goſpel of Chris. As | | | 38 
the reſt, the Arguments of fate produc'd b Wl 
 Adverfaries. to = Chriſtian Faith, are but 7 | | 
Col lection of the old exploded (and as often refuted a as 
revived) Doctrines of "the Heretics 'of paſt Ages. 
Bu for the Sake of — of our Renders as 
may not have re or Opportunity to pe 
what has * 8 of W f 
d B chis | | 4 
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10 The INFIDEL CONVICTED. 
this Subject, we will ſummarily touch upon the 


Principal Object ions which have been made againſt 


che Cape, and againſt the R 


: Wy Which is the Point the Take es have levelled 


all their Artillery againſt, and is the fundan 


Article of the Chriſtian Faith, on which all the reſt 
depend. And afterwardswe ſhall bring undeniable 
Arguments, as we hope, in Pefence of Chriſtianity, 


and to prove, that eaſon. is not inconſiſtent with 
Revelation; and laſtly, produce Evidences,, as well 
from Pagan as Nene orit es, 19 0 che Tri 
| of the C riſtian Diſpenfati * 1 


e begin With the. Objections OY have been 


4 of his Spiritual 


4 # 


to invalidate the Goſpel Hiſtory, Mr., Mobol- 
ſton, aſſerts (p. 65.) That the Four Goſpels 
5 are, in.no Part, a literal Story ; but a Syſtem 
of? Myſtical Philoſophy, or Theology: Fhat 
the Hiſtory: of Zeſus's, Life, as, recorded by 
<« 72 the ia 18 15 Emblematical, Repreſcntati 


ite in the Soul of Manz 1e 
* his continued {in Figures of his more. e e. 
e Operatins.” 15 1 bans * * WR! 2. OJ Ye 21 3 
Ble u , » 5 

A Ta HE "following. . n will thew 
the. Conſt Nency of this Scoffer; if, compar d with 


above ; 1 4 here he 1 thoſe Goſpels, not 
ea 


484 Ihe of Myſtical 7 þ 4 but a As a n Chens 
and Imp 29 0 855 J 81 15 Won 
Bur in. h Matter of | bs OED. eli 
* (ſays. hey; Dije. 6,-9.7; ) they L the Evangelifts) 
<« ſeem. to. one ano Matthew, in- 


e 
& deeds. N. ke eng and wedeln his Ko: 


8 Ought not 751% be ſuMeient;/ if i it were only fo, to exemp 
_thisSyſtemHonthe, wa, nfults with which — 1 


eee ds: q fad. 21 1 T tler 


e = . 
zich Mance . 
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The IN FIDEL CONVICTED. 1-1; 


nance: But Luke perceiving the Inſufficiency _ 
aof his Tale, deviſes a Miracle of a bigger Size: | 

«And yet this being thought inſufficient ſtill, 
« St. Jobn, rather than his Prophet's Honour 
< ſhould fail for want of his Aſſiſtance, forges a 
<6, monſtrouſly huge one. For indeed, (ſays 
he, Diſc. 3. p. 49.) they do not endeavour ſo 
«© much as to he with a Grace; nor take they any 
c< e to une ther Stories hang together. 2 


* Ar are cheſe 1 theſe. T, ak wie 
Stories which are devi d and forg d by the Evan 
geliſts? Why, no leſs, as he ſays. above, than 
their four Goſpels, which, in the ſame. Pieces, he IK 
declares to be a Syſtem. of Myſtical Theology, and a 1 
Repreſentation of the Spiritual Life of Feſus in the | 
Soul of Man; —— and ſo are to be made the 1 
. of his ſhameleſs W N mo ache 1 


Soi | yd 1 
1 47 
N T noting © can be more ** 20 conternn.: . | 
tible, than this pretended Allegorical Meaning of 
the Goſpel. Can Myſtical Miracles, and the Cure 
of Spiritual Diſeaſes, be judg'd of by human hes C 
and Under/tandings. ?. Obvious Miracls carry with \ 
them a ſtrong and irreſiſtable Conviction; but how: = 
ſhall we know, that a blind, ora lame, or 2 1 
leprous Mind be cur d? Tis apparently a Miracle, | | 
to ſee a lame Man, at a Word ſpeaking, take 
5 his Bed and walk; a blind Man wondring himſelf; 
and inſpiring every one with Wonder, who knew © 
him before, and ſaw him, before their Eyes, re- 
ſtor'd to Sight; a leprous Man inſtantly cleans d. 
the Sick reſtor d, the Dead raiſed: Theſe me 55 
convincing Miracles, Mi racles obvious to common 
Senſe, and which common Underſtandings can judge | 
of; and theſe made the amazed Spectators glo- | f 
aig * God of Thee, an b, This ig -@ rail | 
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12 The INFIDEL Cox vicrEp. 


the Prophet that ſhould come into the World, Well 
might this Teſtimony be extorted, on the Sigbt of 
ſuch Wonders, from even the Enemies of his 
Doctrine, That this Jeſus was a Man approved of 
Cad by Miracles, Wonders, and Signs, which God 
did by bim inthe midſt of all the People. © 


Bur pray let me aſk any of you, Gentlemen, 
who are Favourers of Mr. Woolſton's Infidelity, 
how it would have appeared, even to your own 
more illuminated Underſtandings, that any of theſe 
Cures Spiritualized had been wrought in the Minds 
of Men, ſo as to have convinc'd you, that the 
crippled Underſtanding was made to walk; that 
che Eyes of the Blind in Heart were open'd, and 
that che Dead and Buried Lazarus was an Alle- 
gorical Tale of a Man dead and buried in Sin? 


' AnD tell me, I beſeech ye, how ye will make 
| the Reference of our Saviour to the common Senſes 
3] . of John's Diſciples; allegorical and "myſtical ? Art 
7 thou be that ond come, or look we for another Saviour, 
1 = fay they? Go your Way, reply*d he, and tell John 
. | 1 what Tbings you have SEEN and heard ; how the 
i Blind ſee, the Lame walk, the *Lepers are cleanſed, 
the" Deaf bear, the Dead are raiſed, the Poor have 
| the Goſpel preached unto them, &. en. 


4 ur had theſe' Diſciples of Joby SEEN? 
| Why, according” to Worlfon, they had ſeen _no 
"Literal Miracles; but they had found a Way to 
book into the Viderſtandings and Minds of Men, 
and Bebeld wrought in them, a ſincere and thorough 
Reformation: Inſtead of à Literal Reſurrection 
from the Dead, they had ſeen a Man, and that 
nde Prefigae, or Perſon of i CharaZer, or bad 
Life or Morals, raiſed: from the Death of Sin, to 
the Life of Righteouſneſs; which, by the pls 
WW 00 could 


| 


| 


The IN FIDEL CONVICTED. 13 
could not be demonſtrated by immediate Effe,; 1 
but muſt have the Sanction of all his future Liſt, A 
to che laſt Cataſtrophe thereof, to verify, and | 
then might, for what they knew, be attended 
with inward Inſincerity, and Hypocriſy. Where 
was the Miracle of this? or, at leaſt, where was 
the Efficacy of it, to the Spectators on the Spot ? 
How could theſe Performances, which muſt be 
inviſible ones, and not free from Sceptical Objections, 
be ſaid, in any Senſe, to be SEEN by the People, 
who immediately on-the Spot, gave Glory to God, 
and look*d upon them as ſo many Proofs of the 
Divine Miſſion of the Performer? Fe * 1 
Avery little common Senſe taken into this E i 
Part of your Credenda, would give you a different 
Turn of Thinking: But if, againſt all Conviction, 
you are determin'd to perſiſt, you had better, 
when the Argument pinches, throw of all Scripture- 
Authority at once: Reject the whole Canon; the 
Old, as well as the New Teftament, becauſe there 
is among the Prophets - fufficient to ſtagger your 
Infidelity ; and thus, having rejected Moſes and 
the Prophets, Feſus, and his Apoſtles, fix the Foun- 41 
dation of your Faith upon Woolſton, and fee 1 
what you'll profit by the Change: For a Blind bt 
Faith moſt of you * muſt have, and place /ome- | 
where : for how few of you are able to Judge | 
for yourſelves, with all your boaſted Reaſon? _ 
So that even your very Infidelity will take its Riſe, | | 


unawares to yourſelves, from the Euormity of your. 
Faith on thoſe who profeſs themſelves to be 
5 Enemies of all Faitb, but what they repoſe in their 
5 own Se, Content and Prefumption.” So that, after 


An —” yo 
7 


1 + « The greateſt Part cannot know, and therefore: * | myſt 
belive, Looks Regjorablence of Ciriani, Vol If Pe 53g 


all, 
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all, you will find, that you have not renounc'd 
in Practice that Faith, which you ridicule in Words: 
You have only made a Tranſpoſition of your Faitn 
from the 429 Authorities to the wort, or rather 


Bur what will your Leaders think of their 
ſenſeleſs Ridicule, when they are reminded, that 
even their very Blaſphemy and lewd Banters on the 
Chriſtian Syſtem, are a ſtrong Proof of the Truth 
of that Diſpenſation which they are ſo reſolutely 
bent to we bo and that TREV are the aban- 
don'd Wretches who ſingle out themſelves for the 
Completion of a Prophecy of St. Peter (2 Ep. iii. 3.) 
That there ſhall come in the laſt Days Scorrtrs? 


Tus muſt be as ſhocking a Thought for a 
reflefting Infidel (if there can be ſuch a Perſon ) 
to think himſelf of this abandon'd Number; as 
it is a ſingular Mark of the Power of that all-wiſe 
Being, who can turn even the Vices and Follies of 
Men to his own Glory, and make the very 
Apoſtates who deride all Revealed Religion, Exam- 
ples of the Truth of it, even in the very AF of 


FTuus much for the.contemptible Notion of 
Allegorical Miracles. Let us now from the Tenor of 
the Chriſtian Doctrines, and the Succeſs they met 
with, . notwithſtanding the utmoſt Diſadvantages, 
and Oppoſition, attempt a Proof of their Divine 


. 


Original. | 
Or all the Syſtems of Religion that ever ap- 
peared, Chriſtianity was the least adapted to the 
Paſſions and Appetites of Men; being founded on 
N and Suffering, the hardeſt Leſſons of 
all others to Mankind ; and had it not been ſup: 
WW ported 


» 
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ported by the irreſiſtable Convictions that were 
_ wreught in Mens Minds by the Miracles of the 
Bleſſed Founder of it, and his Diſciples, what; hu- 
manly ſpeaking, could have procur'd it the ama- 
ing Succeſs that it was attended With?) 


I ISõ true, the apparent Diſintereſtedneſi of its 
Divine Propagator, and of his Diſciples, who were 
to encounter ſo many Diſficulties and Oppnſitions, 
and who were to be perſecuted, oppreſſed, and 
finally put to cruel Deaths for the Sake of it, 
could not but have a great Influence on ungreju- 
dic d Minds: For what worldly Grandeur or 
temporary Ends could Chriſt have by his Doctrine 


Would he then, as an excelle 1. Author, with 


eat Beauty, Strength, and Clearneſs, intimates, 
ve ſet up a Doctrine that run Counter to all the 


r 


er 


« ditions of the Elders; he told them, . thaſe 


all Quarters of the World ſhould be the Propls 
« 'of God, and fit down with Abrabam, Iſaac, and 
«Jacob in che Kingdom : They-rhought God 

| ++ Told be worſhipp'd only at 7erwſalem 5; he told 
them God might and ſhould. be worſhipped 
« every, where : They were ſuperſtitious in the 
« Obſervance ot the Sabbath; he, according to 
4 their Reckoning, broke it frequently. Ina Word, 
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xc" their Waſhings of Hands and Pots, their fuper- 


=> flows Diſtin#ions of Meats, their Prayers in 


<. Pablick, their Villainies in /ecret, were all re- 
t proved, expoſed, and condemned by him, and 
% the Cry ran ſtrongly againſt him, that he 
« came to deſtroy the Law and the Prophets. — 
% And therefore what could tempt him but purely 


«©-4 Regard do Taub, to take upon himſelf / many 


4 Difficulties, which might have been avoided, 
«could he have been but falent, as to the Old 
«« Revelation, —_ your the = er to 77 ing 


emen 7? Ns 243 
9 Nor S462 WY bas 0 FEY Bitch 


of che Doctrines he taught, ſupported by the 
Dijmntereftedneſs of the Founder, and the Wee 


4 | 


he wrought, could have carry*d a Doctrine ſo co. 


trary to the *Fvpritations of the People; thro” S 
4.2 *. derer Cops.” 3 55 od 21 N 
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Ns to che parti riicutar Miracles of dur Bleſſed S.. 


eur, they have been ſo well vindicated by other 
Authors, chat we fnall “ refer to them, and proceed 
to chat Part of dur "Undertaking; which” ads us 


to Vindicate the Doctrine of Chrift's Refurreflion, 
Which, as we have obſerv*d,” is the Grand Baſis 


aid Sepport ef all che reſt, and againſt which 


the Infidels have exerted their utinolt Setengch. 


Hires . chien 


bo Grebe, g . rd f dhe de. 


t Hared himſelf àa Propher, and put the Prog « of 
de: Mifon' on this, That he mould die ly 


e n publicly, nd riſe again the Third þ 


on This 222 ae 4 10 "as . eng Lier in 
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ce the World to be manag'd: And if there be 1 
ce one Inſtance of this Kind, or in any Degree like | 
«jt, by all Means let it be produc'd. 7 And 
again,” One would naturally think” ( /ays he, 
& pi 0. ) that the fore-telling his ReſurreCtion, 
„ and giving ſuch Public Notice to expect it, 
« that His keeneſt Enemies were fully app 2 of 


6” it, carried with it the HOO: Mark of f are 
cc ling. K 8 


An D indeed, this open 95 d pike wage 
did not a little alarm his Adverfaries the Pri 
and Elders of the Fews; and they ſet themſelyes 
to work, by all the Means they could deviſe, to 
Prevent the Effect of it. They applycd . to the 
Roman Governor for a Guard to watch/the Be 
till the Time was expit 'd in which he had declare 
he would riſe again, and uſed all imaginable Fre- 
cautions to 2 the Prophecy, leſt, as 

ſaid to Pilate, bis Diſci . Sd, al Binn N 
Pe oh and Jo the tas? r Fool be es Tru 


Far aj 
. 
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BU UT "why dene ths Jew Priefts 4 Hlicitoi 5 
to ſecure the Tomb where the Body of Feſus was 
interr d? Why did they pragure a Guard of Ro- 

man Soldiers 9 5 Pilate 1 why ſeal the Door of 
the Sepulchre, left, as they pretended, the Body... 13 
ſhould be ſtollen away? No doubt ey were ap- 
prehenſive of the Tu of his Peli, that 
mould riſe again, and that he that could raiſe He, 
was able to raife him/elf : And what could 9 7 7 | 
them thus n but the many Miracles | ll 
.be perferm'd in his Life, which gave Credit to 1 
1 this, as they would e have Ns im- 5 JH 
K e * 


1. o 
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HAD 1 of the Public Ms 1 of Chriſt 
13 diſprov d: Had he failed in his Profeſſions 
or his Attempts to. cure the Paralytic, to give | 
Sight to the Blind, or Hearing to the Deaf, or 
'Eife to the Dead, as in the Caſe of Fairus's Daugh- 
ter, the Widow's Son, and Lazarus, would he 
not have been made the Public Scorn and Deriſion? 
Would he have dared (the Repugnancy of his Doctrine 
to the Expectation and Genius of the Jewiſb Nation, 
f Woo . conſidered) to ſhew himſelf abroad ? 
Would his Prophecy have been ſo much attended 
to, as to awaken the jealous. Rage or blinded 
Malice of the Zewi/h Rulers, or the Apprehenſions 
of the Roman Governor? Had he not himſelf, in 
that Caſe done their own Work for them, and 
dieſtroy'd, to all Intents and Purpoſes, his own 
© Reputation ? Who believ'd, in our Day, the 


French Prophets, after their. Pretences to raiſe Dr, 


"Emms were detected? Did not this deſtroy thoſe - 
\\ Enthuſiaſts all at once? Did they not from that 
time become the Scorn and Deriſion of the Po- 
pulace? and were they not afterwards forced to 

- -ſkulk about in Corners, till mo were an diſ- 

; 1150 and difipated 2 Soph 07 


Wound not the Fewiſh — have objected, t to 
our Saviour on his Tryal, if he had failed in his 
miraculous Undertakings, his Public Frauds. and 

Tmpoſtures, inſtead of accuſing. him to. Pilate. of a 

| ne to deſtroy their 5 of Blaſpheming 
God, and of ſubverting their Law? They. were 
ä ſo 1 from this, that even. their public and mot 
Platzſible Pretence for conſpiring to take him off, 
moſt evidently demonſtrates the Force of their 
Convittiun and of their Malice at the ſame Time, 
and alſo * ad of his Miracles ſince they 


appre- 


5. ” * 
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apprehended no leſs, than that the People by reaſon 
of thoſe Miracles, would revolt in his Favour, and 
thereby induce - the Romans to take away both their 
Place and Nation. e TP 3 
1 As to the Pretence of the Guards, that the Body 

was ſtollen while they were aſleep; If they were 
aſleep, as it has by other Writers, with great Sig- 1 
nificancy, been aſked, How came they to be able ww 
to relate ſo punctually what happened then? How ' 
critical muſt be this Theft? How ſtrange was it, 
that all the Guards ſhould be aſleep at one Time; 
and that ſo profoundly, that a great Stone ſnould 
be rolled from the Door of the Sepulchre, that was 
ſet there to ſecure it, the Seals broken, the Tomb 
opened, the Body taken out, the Burial- Cloaths 
taken off, and laid in order by the Side thereof: 
That they ſhould, after this, carry out the dead 
Body by the Way they came, and perhaps over the 
ſleeping Soldiers, who *tis likely, had diſperſed 
themſelves in different Parts of the Avenue. Here 
was a critical ſuncture to hit! For could the Diſciples 
tell, that the Soldiers would be all aſleep, and — 
ſo faſt aſleep, at the very Time: they were met to 
perpetrate the Theft? Could they hope for ſuch 
an Opportunity ? Durſt they have been ſeen 
loitering about the Sepulchre before theſe dae . 
fell aſleep, who no doubt were, (if but for the | a 
Sake of the Air, of Diverſiun, of ſhifting the Scans) . 1 
often looking out into the open Country before the 1 
Cave, and muſt have ſeen them, if they had been 
lurking thereabouts? And if they had diſcovered 
any of the Diſciples about the Place, or near it,. 1 
A would it not have given a Suſpicion that would | | 
have ſer the Soldiers ſtill more upon their Guard? — 3 


So then, thoſe Diſciples, thoſe intimidated and 
diſperſed OE bins ſbew their Heads 
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in Public, one of whom, in Frar, had juſt before, 
moſt remarkably denyed his Maſter, muſt. ſecretly 
"go from the City to the Cave, without being diſ- 
covered by a ſingle Soul, and there they muſt find 
a whole Band of Soldiers ſet to watch purpoſely againſt 
chem, every Man aſleep; yea, as above, ſo pro- 
Ffaundiy àſteep, that a Work which required divers 
ars, great Streugtb, ſome: Time, and could not 
be poſſibly done without Noiſe, and perhaps, as 
far as we know, the Soldiers ſitting at the very 
Dar of the Cave: Yet, under all theſe Difficulties, 
they ſhould be able to fteal away the Body, return 
Wack 2045 it to the City, or to ſome remote Place, 
where it was never heard of as a Corpſe: All theſe 
KF kings cofiſidered, I ſee not how theſe Mirarle- 
'bazing Gentlemen, can account for ſuch a propitious 
FJuutiure, and for the Succeſi of fo hardy an Under- 
_ Taking; without having Recourſe to a Miracle, in 

Spite of their very Iuſideliy. ko V 


WV ſhall only obſerve, on this Article of the 
Neurreltion, one Thing more. Mr. Woolfton thinks 
1 à great Pity, that the Books antiently written 
Agaiaſt Jes, are loſt, becauſe they would have 
Pen un Inſight, as he ſays; into the whole Con- 
Hbagce' bf his Repurrettion, s. 


Ar there ever were ſuch Books, which is more 
tan he knows, is it not more than probable, 
'thacthey were ſufficiently confuted, or elſe that the 
'Chriftiah Religion would not have been able to have 
"lite Teh an amating Progreſs, as it did, when 
it was pfeached only by ſuch! mean and iterate 
Perſons, againſt the Learning, the Policy, and the 

Power of this World““ 


Ws ill venture to add, That perhaps that 
e Progreſs, conſidering the Ohſtruttions and Pic 


6 11 | 


couragements 


T be IN FIDEL CONVICTED. 21 
couragements the Goſpel met with, and the deſpiſed 
Conditions and Capacities of its firſt Propagators, was 

as great a Miracle, and Inſtance of a y 


Influence, as thoſe diſputed by the Infidels of the 
Or Age; and which they would have equal 


ifficulty to account for by the Meaſure of their 


boaſted Reaſon : and would be as ready to doubt 
the Truth of it, if they were not obliged by its 
manifeſt and apparent Confequeness to Lens their 
Aſſent to it. 


Ont Thing. more, we will venture to ſay, will 
no leſs puzzle them to account for in their Way; 

is demonſtrable, that many of the Prophecies 
of our Saviour and his Diſciples, were extant, and 
the Records thereof in every one's Hands, long 
before their Completion; and yet every one of them 
has been literally fulfilled ſince. - Of this, the De- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem and of the Temple, and the 
unparalell'd Diſperſion of the Fews, are flagrant In- 
ſtances, which ſtand in full and unqualifogghle 
Wert to this Bar. | 


| W Ex muſt a ir to the wilful Sceptics, Gil 
to doubt on; but hope, that what we have 
obſerv'd, ſuperadded to the plain Matter of Fact, 
as related by the Evangeliſts, will have ſome 
Weight to confirm more 'ingenuous Minds in the 
Belicf of the Reſurrection of our Saviour, accard- 
ing to the Goſpel Narrative, and inſpire them 
with a due Contempt of thoſe: vile Sophiſtries 

which are uſed to ah the Foundations of the 
Chriſtian Faith, and to plunge | honeſt Minds 
into the unfatwrnale G e Doub r | 
| rertainty. | 


Tux great and . View = has Doi 
nnd. Septic in their tacks upon Kevea d Reli- 
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gion, is to free the Minds of Men from thoſe Re- 
ſtrainis, which the Chriſtian Religion impoſes 
apes their ſenſual Appetites, and from the uneaſy 
Apprebenſions of a future Account and Retribution. 

The Two ſhocking Letters from a Deiſt to his 
Friend, lately ,publiſhed, which were found in the 
Eſcritoire of that unhappy Friend, after he had 
made away with himſelf, in order to experience 
the Truth of a future State, ſufficiently expoſe the 
iniquitous Deſign of this Set of Men; and the Ob- 
ſervations made thereupon, printed with them, are 
ſo excellent, that we ſhall content ourſelves to 
refer to them. | 


Ix this de the cas that theſe Men would let 
15 looſe to our Pleaſures, and free us from the Ap- 
prehenſions of a future Account, what Security can 
Society have either of their Honeſty, or of their Con- 
formity to thoſe Laws which preſerve Order among 
Men, and hinder the World from falling into 
Confuſion ? Will fuch Perſons boggle at the moſt 
irregular Attempts, which they think conducive to 
their preſent Pleaſures, and are perſuaded of an 
\ Impunity for? Will not fuch Perſons find, that 
even the Laws of mere Morality are repugnant to 
thoſe Pleaſures; and can there be any Aſſurance, 
that Perſons ſo profeſſedly abandon'd to their ſenſual 
Appetites, will be with-held by the L2ws of Society, 
much leſs by a Senſe of Moral Duty, which they 

_ themſelves, * under the Dominion of their 2 
= Pan; are to be the Fedges of Phe 


| 01 1 0 we ood: ſuppoſe Geese dunn might 55 
, 4 4 een Reſtraint upon the Minds of Jome of 
the Leaders of the preſent Scepticiſm, and that 
_ THzy might be allowed to be Moral Mex ; how 
Will they anſwer for it, that the Multituds will . 

. n the une Conſiderations ? I doubt 
„ 1 - 
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it will be found, that, when theſe hopeful Doctrines 

are ſpread among the angovernable Many, and that 

the Generality of Mankind come once to be per- 

ſuaded, that they have Nothing but their preſent 

-- Pleaſures to purſue, and have no future Account to 

| dread, they will not ſtick at any Thing that their 

3 irregular Appetites may ſuggeſt to them as Plea- 
| ſures? And then the Plunderers of the Road and 

of the Seas, the Robbers of the Street, the ſly Thief, 

and the bold Felon or Burglar, may in Time, be- 

come innocent Appellations, in Compariſon of the 
more diffus d Wickedneſs, which may then be 

ſpread among us: Of which the dreadful Practices 

of the Briſtol Incendiaries are a ſhocking Example: 

And which, I doubt, are to be attributed, in great 

meaſure, to that loge and diſſolute Liberty of late ſo 

zealouſly contended for, and to thoſe ſtrange Con- 

tempts.which have been faſbionable with ſome People 

to put upon all Religion. But be this as it will, 

can the Scheme of Religion which theſe Men 

would propagate, and which muſt neceſſarily be 

attended with very bad Effects in weak or diſorderly 

Minds, be a fit Scheme for the ungovernable Vulgar, 

te great Majority of Mankind, who are to be kept 

in. Awe only by the prevailing . Paſſions of Fear 

_ and: Wares cl hy 5 Go 
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I x will be allow'd me, that there are very - 
few, who are fit to be truſted, ro the. Dictates of 
their own Reaſon. And let our preſent Sceptics 
begin with their own Families, if they have any, 
and firſt free their Children and Servants from the 
uneaſy Reſtraints that a future Reckoning lays upon 
them, and by their Conduct, when ſer: free, | as 
they call it, let them judge how much the Multitude 
would be benefited by the Liberiy they contend to 
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Bon Rs all, what is iis: PREY of N 
thinking they fo much talk of? What beneficial 
Conſequences can it be attended with to the Minds 
of Conjoiences of Men? —— Can it have any other 
Effect, than to make Men /till greater Sceptics, and 
till more ſubject to the uneaſy Influences of wa- 
| N Doubts and ene eaten 5 ORD 


TR ISE cunning Sophiſters would rob Mankind 
of the moſt. comfortable Hope, and even Afſu- 
rance, Revelation gives them, of a Bleſſed 
Futurity, which will reward their Sufferings; their 
Sorrows, and their Piety in this Life, encou- 
rage chem to meet Death with joyful Hopes of a 
better; And what would they give them in Lien 
of this pleaſing Hope? Why, they would turn them 
looſe into the Nl Sea of flutuating Doubt; they 
would daſb all their Comforts with Gall and Bitter- 
nme; and when they have done all, they will never 
be able to free them wholly from that eruel Un- 
cenginty, which ar times will fill their Minds, 
eſpecially in Pain or Sickneſs, with unſpeakable 
 Anguiſh. An unhappy Inftance. of this may be 
produc*d in the poor Gentleman we hinted at above, 
who could not ſupport Life under the aneafy Bur- 
den of thoſe Doubts and Appreben/ions which his 
Deiftical Friend (or rather Enemy) had planted in 
his Mind, and therefore plang'd himſelf headlong 
into the Gulph of Eternit), to be rid of that 

terrible yy n was FRO intolerable 
on . * | 


ala it be objedted, * dome of thebs Gehclevnch 
i 20 as we may ſay, in voluntary Seeptics; that 
they have ſome unhappy Doubts upon their Minds 
which they would be glad to overcome, but cannot: 

Shi that this cannot be the Caſe of _— 
F d 
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ſet themſelves down to write, and to confirm them- 
ſelves in their Scepticiſm 3 much leſs of ſuch who 
publiſh, and endeavour to propagate their Doubts, 
A Modest and a Good Man, will deep to himſelf 
thoſe Tenets which he would be glad to part with 
upon being convinced of the Falacy of them, and 
which he thinks will ſhock other Perſons, or make 
them as uneaſy as himſelf. He would propoſe his 
Doubts in private to ſuch Perſons as he conceiv'd 
had Ability. to ſatiſy em, and would, with an 
unprejudic d Mind, read ſuch Works as he might 


be moſt likely to receive Satisfaction from: And | | 


it, after all, he could not ſubmit his Reaſon to 
the Opinion of others, and receive the hop'd-for 
Conviltion, he would not apply himſelf by Writing 
to fill other Minds with thoſe Scruples, which, * 
for bim, they would never have known. | 


Taz late Mr. Collins once told a Friend of 
mine, who repreſented to him, that it was moſt 
_ eligible, even if there ſhould prove to be 0 future 
Reckoning, to live in a full Expefaticn of one 
for that a Diſappointment of one Hand, would be 
of no bad Conſequence ; but of the other, moſt per- 
nicious and dreadful: I ſay, he told the Gentleman 
in Anſwer to this, That he would give all the World 
to be able to think as be did. And Charity would 
have induc'd one to hope that Mr. Collins. was 
fincere_ in this Declaration, had he not endeavour'd - 
zealonfly to propagate, his Doubts, and had he not, 
without being able to produce for his Ot inions an 
abſolute, or even a moral Certainty, endeavour'd 
alſo to inculcate into the Minds of Men of leſs Abi- 
lities, who would otberwiſe have been eafy in their 
Faith and Principles, thoſe Uncertainties which muſt | 
have been „at n urbar to bis oon Rabe 


"= 
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TAE Example of Mr. Locks would much 
better become fuch Gentlemen. This great Man 
made the Love of Truth and the Search after it; 
the Grand Motive of all his Exquiries : He was fo 
very cautious of ſhaking Fundamentals, that, on the 
fri and moſt impartial Enquiry, Being convinie'd 
of their Truth, he ſet himfelf to defend them, and 
is ſo far ftom harboaring as burf ebrening Concert 
6f bj; #wn Abilities, great ds they were, that he 
wilk*d for nothing more than to be convine'd of 
his fuppoſed Ertors 3 and the follswing thort Pre- 
face to his Reaſonablentſs of Chriſtianity, ought for 
8 to 175 upory Retord as a 1 0 of his Mo- 

Hefty and Sinterity, as it ought to have procuted 
5 kim better Quarter than > oſt with from forme 

fer Zealots of his Time, on Oceaſion of that very 
TL IECE., | 


„ The little Satisfaction and Confiiency, ſays 
de de, that is to be found in moſt of the Syſtems 
ef Divinity I have mer with, mace me betake 
„ myſelf to the /ole Reading of the Soripture (to 

« which they ald appeal) for the Underſtanding the 
« Chriſtian Religion. n 


War from thence, by an attentive and 
ce Anbias Search; 1 have feceived, Reader, I here 
4 deliver te thee. If by this my Labour thou 
e feceiveſt any Light or Confirmation in the Truth, 
« join with mein Thanks to the Faber of Lx bes 


fer his Condeſerhvion to out Underfandings. 


4 thou findeſt I have aten the Senſe and Tenor 
«of the Goſpel, J Beſecch thee, as + Hue Chriſtian, 
in the Spirit of the Goſpel (which is that of 92 


Ix, upon a fair and iprifudiced Euunfnarim, 
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<« and in the Words of Sobriety, ſet me right in the 
Fe Doctrine of Salvation. e 


HERE is the true Picture of a ſincere and n- 
prejudic'd Spirit! How different is this Inſtance 


from thoſe given us by the Sceptics of the pra 


Age! I would recommend this ſbining Example to 


vinc'd. It would be in vain perhaps to hope it 


would influence any others : For as to fuch as, by 
the Help of their Preſumption and Conceit, have 


perſuaded themſelves that they are in the right, 


and have the Vanity to believe all other Men in 


the wrong, ſuch will undoubtedly write, and en- 


deavour to propagate their Notions, and of courſe 


difclaim any Pretenfion to the modeft . of Con- 


viction to a contrary Sentiment : Such muft be argued 


with on another Foot, as a Nh. or as a W—ftan, 


i. e. as thorough-principled Men, the firſt in Eu- 
thu ſiaſm and Couceit, the Second in downright In- 
Piety and Apoſtacy; and then a ® Godalmin Impoſi- 
tion may become as much the Subject of the Be- 
lief of the one, as the Miracles of Feſis, the Ridicule 


I it be faid, That we have drawn ſome of 
our Arguments from Political Motives; And w 
are of Opinion (ſay ſome of theſe for ward Spirits) 


that Religion is nothing more than Palicy to keep | 


- — —— Pa - — 


I che Story of che Rabbit-Woman of Gedalmin 2 nat 
been obviated as it was by the Diligence of the Civil xuagiſtra 
Mr. , as we are aſſured, would have D the Pati 


with a Progf, that her monſtrous Productions were forerold, pany | 
Spirit 


Centuries ago in che Book of Efdres. Such Force has the 

of Enthuſiafm over even ingenious Minds uw up do it; and 0 
r FOE 8 have repaunced the only proper Standard 
9 


Faith, in Fayourot their ownwarn. Conceits, to be carried away = 


by every Deluſion? 


Forts 


n 
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in Awe weak Minds : Suppoſe it were even as they 


ſay, is not this a ſufficient Argument to inſpire us 
with a due Reverence for 3 . 


SuyposING ſuch Objectors to be as wiſe Men 
in Reality, as in their own Conceits, do they not 
think that the Majority of Mankind is greatly 
unfit to be left at large in this Reſpect? What- 
ever be the Scheme that any of theſe Gentlemen 
would propagate, can they be inſenſible of the 
Miſchief that their ſhocking of ſettled Foundations 
muſt be attended with ? How many. Perſons of 
weak Minds, when they come to be perſuaded 
that they have been impoſed on, in the Religion 
they have been educated in, will be brought into 
an ill Opinion of Religion in general, and having 
loſt the Anchor-bold of their Faith, will be driven 
about with every Wind of Doctrine? What Sy 
can there be, that Morality only will hold the 
Minds of Men, to the proper Obſervance even of 
the Social Duties of Life, when both that and the 
Ties of Religion joined together, are not ſufficient 
ro ſtem the Torrent of Vice * Immorality that 
is broken in upon us ? 


LE r > the Morals. and Cs of "RS Per- | 
ſons who are the lewd Followers and Eſpouſers of 
theſe irreligious Opinions, and who ſer up for the 
Law of Nature, and-for Morality, againſt Revelation, 
de appealed to for the Benefits that are likely to 
accrue to the Generality from the Infidel Schemes ö 
endeavour'd to be propagated. | 


Bur why Ls I fay Schemes, when the Bicoachers 
of the new-tangled Notions. ſeem not to aim at 
any? When they ſeem to have no other Point in 


View, but to unbinge the /ettled Frame of Things, to 
| * all n of Rule and Order, to pull down 


hom 
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without attempting to build up, and ſo to involve 
every thing in Confuſion? But were theſe Men to 
propoſe a Scheme of their own, let us, by what 
we have ſeen of their Performances and Attainments, 
judge of their Capacities for erecting a new Syſtem, 
fit to be ſet up in Oppoſition to that of Jeſus and 
his Apoſtles, which has had the Sanction of the 
greateſt Wits and Genius's, and the beſt Men of all 
Ages, for upwards of 1600 Years, till the prophane 
Scoffers of Yeſterday aroſe to controvert it, and 
that not by Arguments, but by ſenſeleſs and bar- 
barous Ridicule, | | . 


Bu vr let us aſk theſe pretended Advocates for 
Morality and Reaſon, in Oppoſition to Revelation, 


Whether there ever was, or can be, a more com- 
plete Morality than the Goſpel affords us? What is 
it, then, that they mean, when they talk of their 


Morality, and their Laws of Nature? We ſhall 


in the Sequel of this Treatiſe produce ſome Ar- 
gau enn on this Head from the Great Mr. Locke 
t will be exceedingly appoſite to this Purpoſe; 


- 1 | 


but we cannot help anticipating our Intention, 


in citing his Opinion on this Subject, on an Oc- 
caſion ſo remarkable, that it adds Strength to his 
Judgment, | | | 


We ſhall, however, firſt obſerve, that *tis poſ- 
ſible that Reaſons of Prudence or Convenience, 


which generally are ſuppog'd to mean the ſame 
thing, may prevail upon a Man, though not to 
diſguiſe, yet to give the bef Side of his Sentiments, 
if he be never ſo ſincere. Good Manners and Mo- 
deſty will oblige. ſomewhat to this Conduct, to 


avoid ſhocking our more ſcrupulous Friends, in 


declaring ourſelves on dubious Points, about which 
they may have a different Perſuaſion z a Regard 
that muſt be acknowledg'd to have had very little, 


it 
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if any, Weight with our preſent Sceptics 3 but 
which, nevertheleſs, is the Duty of one Man to 


another, in every Circumſtance of Life, and in which 
a Man of any Delicacy at all, will not be wanting. 


Bur when we write to a Friend, to an intimate 


Friend, who is intirely of the ſame Opinion with | 
us, and much more when we write to 2 Friend, 


who, from his high Opinion of us, is willing te 

take his Meaſures from us; we then throw off all 
Reſerves; we unboſom ourſelves to him. To fuch 
a one, we ſpeak, if preſent ; we write, if abſent; 
we alt, in both Caſes, with that noble, that un- 
diſguiſed Freedom, (knowing, that tis in Confi- 
dence, and that we have the Benefit even of his 

Prejudice in our Favour) that we then utter our 
inmoſſ Seutiments, and hardly think ourſelves gblig'd 
to obſerve any of thoſe common Guards which the 
World deems Prudential: Fer even our very 
Feline, if not foo groſs, have their Beauties in a 
cordial Friendſtip, or at leaſt carry with them 
very ſtrong and partial Allowances : Which puts 
me in mind of thoſe excellent Lines of one Friend 


5 


on the Writings of another: 


I read thee over, with a Lover's Eye; as ar "P 
bon baſt no Faults; or I no Faults can ſpy; 8 

. Tho art all Beauty; or all Blindneſs J. 
For this Reaſon, the rivate Letters of Great 
Men to their intimate Friends, as they ſpeak the 


inmoſf Sentiments of the Heart, are certainly the 


moſt faithful and moſt valuable Repoſitories of 
their Sentiments, and are often more to be de- 
d on than their more daborate Works, which 


pended 
they calculate for che Peruſal of Enemies as well 


as Friends. 
TuIsS 


| 


| Reaſon 
ü 1 
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Tx ts being premis'd, the following Inſtance 
of the Opinion of Mr. Lock E with regard to 
the Point we are upon, will appear to have its 


due Strength and Efficacy; and though but the 


Opinion of a Man, yet tis that of ſueb a Man, 
that the World, if it has produe'd his Equal, 
has not (tho he may not be altogether perfect 
in any Ape produc d his Saperior ſince the inſpire 
Writers, for Extent of Thongbt and Sudlimity of 
ing; and with whom are not to be mentionꝰd 
2 Sceptics that have ſprung up ſince his 
time, who with the narrote Sduls and Conteptions 


of Pygmies in Senſe, pretend to meaſute the a- 


cities of a Giam, and to offer to us their idle 
ams for the Entertainment of our waking 


baer 


Tuts great Man was pred; Letter after 
Letter, by his ingenious Friend Mr. Mol vNVEVUx, 
to give the World a Treatife of Morality, which 


Mr. Lock't for fome time, put him in hopes of 


complying with. But at length, as it appears, 


| after the mature? Conſideration, and having, as 


* 


he informs him in dne of his Letters, put down 
fome Matters relating thereto, as they came into 
kis Mind, he gives him * the following con- 
vincing Reaſon why he could not undertake that 

arduous Taſk. -- ID 5 


TR x Goſpel, fajs be, contains ſo PE neon 
* a Body of Er Ries, that REASON may 


< be excuſed from that Enquiry, fince ſhe may 
find Man's Duty clearer and eaſier in REVE 
« LATION, chan in HERKSELT. . 


IO 1 ˙ tte La ad tes 


* P, 546, Vol II. Fob Edt. 


be 


aſſerts. Farthermore, 


Axpo this is the ſame great Man, who to the 
fame excellent Friend, in Anſwer to a Compli- 
ment on his incomparable Writings, declares, in 
another private Letter, That which makes 
my Writings tolerable, /ays be, if any thing, is- 
< only this, That I never write for any thing but 
% TRvTH, and never publiſh any thing to others, 


« which I am not fully perſuaded of l, ang | 
40 do not think, that I underſtand. | 


1 ET the wilful Sceptics, who. at the ſame 
time oppoſe to Revelation their own weak Rea- 
ſon, and Opinions only (and from whom there- 
fore the Objection, would come. with a very ill 
Grace) ſay, it they pleaſe, chat this is no more 
than. human, Authority; and let them by ſo light 
an Anſwer paſs upon their own Senſe, determi d 


to remain unconvinc'd, a ſeeming Reaſon for their 


cominued Infidelity ; But let them not attempt to 
t this upon the undoubting Part of Mankind 
Er a ſufficient Reaſon, why they ſhould renounce 
the ſeltled Faith of their Anceſtors : Let them 
ive a Reaſon, why, on a due Compariſon,. their 
own Authority and meer. Opinions, ought to be 


preferr'd to. thoſe of Mr. Lock tz; and let them 


prove him to be in the WOE. in what he 


= F 


Lr them prove, that Reaſon 2 * 


are incompatible with each other; and that the 

Goſpel does not contain the mo#? excellent Syſtem, 
f. Morality that ever was brought to Light: 
nd let them alſo prove, that before the Goſpel, 

a more perſett and more eligible Scheme of Morality 


was communicated to Mankind by the Light of 
Nature; or even that ſuch a one is to be col 
wy from the TOO of the — = 


all 
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all Nations and of all Ages, put together, through- 
out the World from the Beginning of Time till 


the Promulgation of the Goſpel © And by this Stand- 
ard let them judge of their on Scepticiſm, and of 


che Pretences, and falſs Gloſſes of ſuch: as would 
deſtroy, Revelation, and on its Ruins build up 
the exploded: or imperſect Notions of Philoſophers, 
or their own 

Wx ſhall, in the next Place, produce ſome Ar- 
guments from Mr. Lockx, in Defence of Chriſti- 
anity; and we ſingle out this great Man, not only on 
the Account of his extraordinary Merit and Since. 
rity, but becauſe many of! our Free- thinkers pre- 


tend to found upon his admirable Writings thoſe 


Notions which-were abhorrent to his / Faith” and 
Principles, however he might be thought to differ 


in ſome * ſmaller Points from the generally received 


Opinions of his Time; which were it true that he 
did, gives greater S}rength- to the Arguments we 


ſhall extract from him; ſince: neither Superſtition 


nor implicite Faith. could be ĩimputed to him, and 
that he could not be inffuencd by what he thought 
an Error, tho Hν AZ.. 


—— - pon 


* 
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* We are ſenſible, that Dr. Hol Bw ORTE, and others, have, of 


late, ſince Mr. Locxk's Death, taken much Pain to prove Hete- 


rodoxy in ſeveral Points on that great Genius: but tho we think it 


2 to demonſtrate, that they have ſtrain'd the Point too much, 
and that their Arguments would not etl been able to have ſtood 
againſt his powerful Pet; yet we ſhall. only obſerve at preſent, 
* they have done the higheſt Difervice;in our humble Opi- 
nion, to the Cauſe they eſpouſe with ſo much College-Warmth, by 
endeayouring to rob the Qrthodox World of fo glorious a Champion 
and Ornament, and by conſigning him over to that Claſs of Free- 
thinkers and Sceptics, to which all his Writings manifeſtly demon- 
rade he was an Adverary. © ot 


x * 
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till weaker and more imperfett 
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| In his excellent Treatiſe, intitled, The Reaſon- 
| ableneſs of Chriſtianity, as delivered in the Scriptures, 
he gives a kind of Hiſtorical Deduction of the 
- Life and Miracles of our Saviour, and brings 
arrefragable Proofs: of his being the Maſſiab, and in 
many Places accounts, in the-moſt plain and con- 
vincing Manner, for ſeveral of thoſe Difficulties 
which are the Foundation of Mr. Woolſton's execra- 


ble Railery againſt the Miracles of our Saviour, 


and which, if that Scoffer had attended to, would 
have prevented his Scurrility, and, in many Places, 
his Blaſpbemy, if he had not been predetermin'd, at 
all Adventures, as ſeems to have been the Caſe, to 
proſecute his Infidel Scheme. Gn 


Wx ſhall firſt produce an Inſtance. of the Firm- 

ug, of Mr. Locke's Belief, in the Doctrine and 
Miracles ot Chriſt. Page 490 of that Tract, he 
gives the Reaſon why our Saviour did not profeſs 
Fimſelf expreſly, on ſeveral Occaſions, to be the 
Meſſiab, but on the contrary, forbad his Diſciples 
aſſerting him to be ſo, and ſays, It was becauſe 
the whole Nation of the Jes, expecting at this 
Time, their Maſiab, and Deliverance by him 
from the Subjection they were in to a foreign 
% Yoke, the Body of the People would certainſy, 
upon the declaring himſelf to be the Męſſiab their 
„ Ning, have roſe up in Rebellion, and ſet him at 
dunn Head of them, i{- Pe 7H 


e And indeed, /ays be, the Miracles that he did, 
ſo much diſpos d them to think him to be the 
„% Melſiab, that tho* ſhrouded under the ny 

of a mean Condition, and a very private ſimple 


: 


_ — 
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« Life * 


* Vide Vol. II. Fol. Edit. p. 471. | 
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Life [which was ſo oppoſite to the Splendour in 
<< which they expected their Deliverer to appear] tho? 
<< he paſſed for a Galilæan (his Birth at Bethlebem 
<< being then concealed) and aſſumed not to himſelf 
„ any Power and Authority, or ſo. much as the 
„Name of the Meſſiah, yet he could hardly avoid 
being ſet up by a Tumult, and proclaim'd their 
„King. This, continues be, was upon his feeding 
% 5000 with five Barley-Loaves and two Fiſhes. So 
hard was it for him doing thoſe Miracles which 
were neceſſary to teſtify his Miſſion, and which 
<< often drew great Multitudes after him, to keep 
<< the heady and haſty Multitude from ſuch Dit. 
order, as would have involved him in it, and 
have diſturbed the Courye and cut ſhort the Time 
of his Miniſtry, and drawn on him the Reputa- 
tation and Death of a turbulent ſeditious Male- 
factor, contrary to the Deſign of his Coming, 
< which was to be offered up a Lamb, blameleſs 
e and void of Offence, his Innocence appearing to 
c all the World, even to him that delivered him up 
<< to be crucified, ” _ 


T rx1s great Man did not think it enough to 
prove the Doctrines and Miracles of our Saviour 
conducive to the Ends of his Divine Miſſion : He 
goes farther, and proves, that the Revelation diſ- 
penſed by him, was confirmatory of the moſt exalted 
Points of REAasoN, and that the Belief and Worſhip 
of One Gop among the 7ews, in Oppoſition to 
the Polytbeiſm of the antient Heathens, was owing 

| likewiſe to Revelation: Whence it naturally reſults, 

that both Fews and Infidels (if their, Quarrel be 
_ againſt the Chriſtian Revelation, as ſuch,.and their 
Reliance only on what they call the Religion of Na- 
ture) have as much Reaſon to renounce that firF - 
Revelation, which taught them to worſhip only 

one God, and ſo to turn 1 and Heathens,' as 
„ 2 =” . 


the 


ho LATION. 


| be theiſm, and 
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they have to reject the Second introduced by Jeſus 
Chriſt, Which was an Fifortement and Corroboration 
ff the other pens differ d in nothing but be 


A more noble and perfect Morality, and diffuſing al 


over the World that Divine Knowledge of Gop 
which was before confined: to ade l Corner of 
the Earth, nd to a contemned Pc, making the 
Gentiles Partakers of thoſe Benefits which were firſt 
banks to the Jews, and Tejefted by them. 


B 1 let us hear our Author, Who; ho e 
of the 7 of che Heathen Morality, and of 
the Light of un 2 5 Reaſon, 'which had not been 
able to keep the Generalily of Mankind from the 
W Idolatry, the Worſhip of a falſe Gods, 
lays : „ The Belief and Worſhip of one God was 


Y vel the *National Religion of the Iſraelites alone; 


4e and if we will conſider it, it was introduced 
5 and ſupported ES the 1 N by RE E'V E- 


» -#4.4 


© THERE was no Ho of Mankind, who had 
* quicker Parts, or imprav'd them more, that had 


| o a greater. Light of RE 480N, or follow'd it farther, 
greater Lig 


4 in all Sorts of 5 eculations, than the Athenians ; 
« And yer we kind but Ons SOS RATES amongſt 
© them, that oppos'd and laug Md at their Poly- 
{wok Opinions Br the Deity 3 and 

« we. ſee how hey "rewarded him for it. What- 
60 ſoever Pl AT and the ſobereſt of the Philoſo- 
- < Þhers thought of che 2 and Being of the 
N E GoD, Were fain, in their outward 

25 rofeſſions and orſhip, o with the Herd, 


d And keep to het Neger of eſta bund by Law z 


N What 1 Was, and how” Ar had diſpoſed 
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the Minds of theſe quick-fighted Grecian, St. 
on e tells! us (vi 22 2 Pl 


* Y E Men of Atbens, fays he, T . that 
„in all Things he are too ſuperſtitious : For as I 
«© paſſed by and beheld your Devotions, I found an 
„ Altar with this Inſcription, To Tue Unxnown 
* Gop. Mbom therefore ye ignorantly worſhip, 
HIM declare I unto you: Go p ibat made the 
„ World, and all Things therein, ſeoing that he is 

**-LorD of Heaven and Eartb, dwolleth not in 
« . Temples made with Hands : Neither is wih p 
* with Mens Hands, as tho* he \needed any Thing, 
<<. ſeeing! he. giveth unto all Life and Breath, and all 
55 Thin hings, and hath: made of ane Blood: all the. Na- 
«© tions of Men, for to dwell on the Face of the Earth 5 
and hath determined the Times before appointed, and 
«©, tbe Bounds of their Habitations; That they ſhould 

ct ſeek tbe Liar D, if haply they! might feel bim out, 
<« and. find bim, tho* be be not a; 11 er K one 


$6: LA 115. 


« Hz ERE he tells the 1 we. aa 
<< thereſt of the World, (given up to Superſtition) 
% hat- ever Light chere was in the Works of 
Creation and Providence to lead them to the 
„TRUE Gop, yet they few of them found him. 
He was every where near them, yet they were 
but like People groping and feeling for ſome- 
ce thing in the Dark, and did not fee him with 
<« a full and clear Day- light; bus thought the God. 
Head like to Gold, — Silver, e e 9 

Fr furan boats Device. AL 

20 T2 1 
In cis State of Darkneſs ade ee in re 
” 2 to the TRUuꝝ Gop, our Saviour found 
„ the World: But the clear RRVELATTON 
75 Fo 2 wick him, 9 tdis Dark 
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5 neſs; made the One Inviſible true Go p known 
< to the World; and that with ſuch Evidence 
« and Energy, that Poulytheiſm and Idolatry hath 
„% no. more been able to withſtand it: But 
* 'where-ever the Preaching of the Truth he de- 
* livered, and the Light of the Goſpel hath 
% come; thoſe: Miſts have been diſpell'd. And, 
„in Effect, we ſee, that ſince: our Saviour's 
Time the Belief of one God, has prevail'd and 


* ſpread itſelf over the Earth. For even to the 


„ Light that the Me/iab brought into the World 
with him, we muſt aſcribe the Owning and 
* Profeſſion of One God which the Mahometan 
©. Religion had derived and borrowed from it. 
So that in this Senſe, it is certainly and ma- 
<< nifeſtly. true what St. Jobn ſays of him; For 
ce this Purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, that 
«© -be_might deſtroy the Works of the Devil. This 
* Light the World NEetpeD,, and this Light it 


„ Recerved from Hiu, That there is but Ont 


e Gop, and He Eternal, Inviſible, not like to 
* any vi/ible Objects, not to be repreſented by 
s it be aſked, whether the Revelation to the 
<6: Patriarchs by Moss, did not teach this, and 


Why chat was not enongb ? the Anſwer is ob- 

8 1 vious: That however clearly the Knowledge of 
ie Tnuifible God, Maker of Heaven and Earth, 

| = £6 / wag: revealed to them; yet that Revelation was 


re ſhut up in a little Corner of the World, amongſt 


ö * . Frople by that very Law which they re- 

de ceivd with it, excluded from a Commerce and 
Communication with the reſt of Mankind. The 

_ Gentle World: in our Saviour's Time, and ſe- 


Wera Ages before, could have no Atreftation 
"the Miracles on which the Hebrews built 


bir Faith, but from the Jews themſelves, 


2 


— 2 ö wana r 1 
5 "7% * "POS. —— 3 8 + 4 
* * k 


The INFIDEL CONVICTED. 
<« a People not known to the greateſt Part of 
« Mankind, contemn'd and thought vilely of by 
<< thoſe Nations that did know them; and there- 
<« fore very unfit and unable to. propagate the 
« Doctrine of Onz Gop in the World, and 
« diffuſe it thro* the Nations of the Earth, by 
<< the Strength and Force of that ancient Reve- 
<« lation, upon which they had received it. 


By this our modern Scolfers and aper will 
perceive, that they have the ſame Reaſon, as we 
obſer vd above, to eſpouſe Polythei/m and Idolatry, 
as they have to reject the Chriſtian Syſtem; ſince 
the Doctrine and Knowledge of One God was founded 
upon REVELATION as well as that. 


„ But. our Saviour, continues Mr. Lock E 
<6 very excellently, when He came, threw down 
« this Wall of Partition, and did not confine his 
Miracles or Meſſage to the Land of Canaan, 
<« or the Worſhippers of Jeruſalem: But he him- 
< ſelf preached at Samaria, and did Miracles in 
ce the Borders of Tyre and Sydon, and 03" 
<< Multitudes of People gather'd from all Quar- 
© fers, And after his Reſurrefion ſent his Apo- 
<« ſtles amongſt the Nations, accompany*d with 
« Miracles; which were done in all Parts ſo fre 
cc quently, and before /o many Witneſſes of all Sorts, 
«in broad Day-light, that, as I have before ob- 
“ ſerved, the Enemies of Chriſtianity have never 
« dared to deny them; no, not JurIAx himſelf, 
* Who neither wanted Skill nor Power to inquire into 


* the Truth; nor would have failed to have pra- 


« claimed and expoſed i it, if he could have detected 5 


„% any Falſebood in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, . or 
« —— the leaſt Ground to queſtion the Matter 

% of Fa, publiſh'd. of Chris and. his Apoſtles. 
bs The Number and 2 0 of the Miracles Gove 


« by 
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by our Savidur-and his Followers, by the Power 
and. Force of Trutb, bore down this mighty and 
__ «-accompliſffd Emperor, and all his Paris, in 
ec his own" Dominions. He durſt not deny ſo plain 
«: Matter of Fat?, which being granted, the Truth 
of our Saviour's Doctrine and Miffion unavoid- 
<< ably follows; notwithſtanditig whatſoever art- 
« ful Suggeſtions his Mit could invent, or Malice 
s ſhould offer, to the e A 


* * 8 
. 


Wwe Wis Dear: Avoſtiate' Meere 
not deny ſo many hundred Years-nearer the Time | 
of our Saviour,” an Apoftate Clergymai, equal to 
that Prince in nothing but his /mpiety and Bluſ- 
2hemy, in a manner unbecoming a Man of Letters, 
even though it were the abſurdeſt of the Heathen 
Schemes, ridicules and een, without Com- 


e in che preſent Ae 


Bor leaving him for the dene let Gab 

: ths following noble Paſſages of our Author; y 
the ſame Treatiſe, to ſich' as would ſet up Mo 
rality, and the Religion of "Nature againſt the Chri- 


Nia Sytem, and who would ſeparate Reaſon'trotn 


Revelation, as inconſiſtent "with each other, and ſo 
would uſe the frñ, to deſtroy the laſt, which is 
the Scheme of the preſent Deiſis and Scepties: From 
which, joined with what we have already quoted 
from him, the Superior Excellency" of the Chriftian 
Diſpen/ation will be manifeſted/ beyond all Con- 
tradiction, by one of the ſublimeſt Geniusꝰs that 
our Nation has produced; who had made the 
| Study of the Scriptures the choſen Employment of 
his riper Years,” and who had 2 urluly View or 
Intereſt to gratify, by the Zeal wherewith® he 
eſpouſed and vindicated; after the ftriteft Examina- 
tion, and maturefi Dales en days wee yr ow. | 
— 3 Chriſt. - 
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P. 532. he ſays, © So much e as was 

<< neceſſary to hold Societies together, and to con- 1 

tribute to the Quiet of Government, the Civil | . 
Laus of Commonwealth taught ¶ In the Times fig! 
before the Goſpel ] and forced upon Men that 
| lived under Magiſtrates : But theſe Laws being 
for the moſt Part made by ſuch who had no 
% other Aims but their own Power, reach'd no 
e farther than thoſe Things, that would ſerve to 

<< tie Men in Subjection; or at moſt were directly 
to conduce to the Proſperity and ny _ 

* ping of any People. 


„BU Natural Religion, in its es full Extent, was 
* no where, that I know of, taken Care of, by 
the Force of natural Reaſon. It ſhould ſeem 
& by the little that had hitherto been done in it, 
<<" that *tis too hard a Taſk for unaſſiſted Reaſon, to 
<< eſtabliſh Morality in all its Parts upon its true 
«FE oundation, with a clear and convincing Light. 
« And *tis, at leaſt, a ſurer and ſborter Way, to 
the Apprebenſions of the Vulgar, and Maſs of 
«© Mankind, that One manifeftly ſent from God, and 
<«< coming with vi/ible Authority from Him, 
« ſhould, as a King and. Law-Maker, tell them 
c their Duties and require their Obedience, than 
leave it to the long, and, ſometimes; intricate 
$6, SUNG of Keaſon, to be made out to them. 

% Sven Trains of Raden the (greateſt Part 
T wy Mankind have neither Leiſure to weigb, nor, 
. ts Want of 3 me oe . to Judge 
"66, ao? +4 bers n 


65 „Wa is it 8 * Dat are 
aiming to propagate ? —— Can ibeir Syſtem, at 
4 yu bet, be fit for any = Scholars? And _—_ 
| i e. 
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Caſe, What an imperfect Scheme of Religion muſt 
that be, that excludes the Bulk of Mankind from 
the Knowledge of it? Mult not the Generality of the 
World, who are incapable of making, or perhaps 
of comprebending, thoſe intricate Dedu#ftions, pin their 
Faith upon the arbitrary Deductions of thoſe whoſe 
Education had given them more Leiſure and Skill to 
make them? And would not this give Riſe to a 
much more wide, a much more enormous and un- 
certain Faith, than that required by the Chriſtian 
Revelation, which ſome 05 theſe Reaſoners take 
ſuch Pains to inyalidate ? ——- But let us purſue 


e whatever elſe was the Cage, tis lain in; Fay 
Bs f d „ . 6 that 
143 4 4 : — 333 


* that Human Reaſon unaſſiſted, failed Men in its 
_<+ great and proper Buſmeis of Morality. It never 
from unguaſtionalle Principles, by clear De- 
+ ductions, made out an tire Body of the La- 
© of Nature. And he that ſhall collect all the 
© Moral Rules of the Philoſopbers, and compare 
them with thoſe contained in the New Teftament, 
© will find them to come ſhort of the Morality 
delivered by our Saviour, and taught by his 
* Apoſtles; a Gollege made up for the moſt Part 
„of ignorant, but inſpired Fiſhermen, ** | 


Ix this be the Caſe, as certainly it is, what can 
' thoſe Men mean, who treat the Scriptures in Fene- 
ral, and the Goſpel in particular, with fo. much 
Virulence and Contempt? What can be the Mean- 
ing of the ultitude of Pamphlets and Books written 
to diſtinguiſh away Revelation, in Favour of . 
rality and the Low of Nature, when they are intirely 


oppoſed to Divine Revelation, and ſo many 
Learned Men ſet to quarrel about #ords, when 
the Chriftian — — ſtrongly requires, and 


inites them both, are corroborative of 
one another? _ F 


nian (ibeirs is all that our Adverſaries offer to you) 
but the unanſwerable Arguments of the greateſt 
Genius of his Age, to whom the Leaders of the 
preſent Scepticiſm, if compar d, as to Perſpicuity and 
Farce of their ſo much Baaſted Reaſoning, and to 
ſound Senſe, Sincerity, Affection to Truth and Laurn- 
ing, are mere — of Straw. oY 2 | 
Reaſon is ſo far from being impaired by Revdation, 
that it is exalied, and made perfe? by it, and 
Vvithout it, was but a blind and uncertain Guide to 
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confiſtent with one another ? Why is Human Reaſon 
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A 8 che Ti Nimoy and Arguments of this l 
rable Author, are worth a thouſand Evidences, 
| becauſe of his Di/intereſtedneſs in the Cauſe, as to 
. Worldly Views, his Capacity, his Diligence to ſearch 
after Truth, and the Contempt he had for even 
eftabliſd Errors of every kind, which he was ſo 
_ earneſt to combate and confute, that the Sceptics have, 
tho? againſt all Cauſe, made a bold Claim to him, 
as theirs; which Claim many excellent Divines 
influenced by their Prejudices, and perhaps by an 
undue Warmth of Temper, have alſo too much 
| favour'd ; and as he was undoubtedly the greateſt 
Friend to Reaſon and Morality that theſe latter 
Ages have produced; and, moreover, as this excel- 
lent Treatiſe of the Reaſonableneſ; of Chriſtianity, 
can be but in few Hands, and, one would be tempted 
to think, (by the Uſage he has received of one Side, 
and the Claim made to him on the other) in the 
Knowledge of Few ; All theſe Things conſidered, 
1 am ſure I ſhall be indulged with another Quo- 
tation or two from him, on the Topics of Reaſon, 
Natural Religion and Morality, which are become 
fuch very faſbionable Points of Controverſy _— 
the doughty — of our Time. 


1 In the n Paragraph he puts the Merits 
j | 1 of the Heathen Morality in the ſtrongeſt Light that 
I ET they can poſſibly appear in; and then argues with 
irreſiſtable Force of Reaſon, on the Neceſſity there 
Þ till remained for the Goſpel Revelation, and de- 
= - monſtrates the = pan e of the . | 
—_ . 36-aet ws 


. Is any one - ſhould think, ——— 3 A out 

. t of the Sayings of the wiſe Heathens, before our 
 _ << Saviour's Time, there might be a Collection 
made of all thoſe 2 of — * are 
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* to be found in the Chriſtian Religion; yet this 
<« would not at all hinder, but that the World, 
ce nevertheleſs,” ſtood as much in Need of our Sa- 
<< viour and the Morality delivered by Him. Let 
it be granted, tho? not true, that all the moral 
* Precepts. of the Goſpel were known by ſomebody 
or other, amongſt Mankind, before: But 1 
<« 'or how, or of what ech is not Ne 4 © 


„ SupPdoss they may be pick'd up FRY * | 
there: Some from Solon and Bias in Greece 3 
% others from Tul Ly in /taly; and, to complete 


« the Work, let Cox rucius as far as China, 
be conſulted and T ANACHARSIS the Scythian 


contribute his Share: What will all this do, to 
« give the World a complete Morality, that may 
be to Mankind che 1 9 0 — of woo 
* and Tf" 5 4795 8 


III I not here urge the Inpaſibil of * 
*: lecting from Men ſo far, diſtant: from one ano- 
<« ther in Time, and Place, and Language. I wilt 
<< Rog, there was a [| STOB&vUs in thoſe Times, 

< who.had gather d the moral Sayings from all the 
« 1 of The World: What would this amount 
<< to, towards being a ſteady Rule, a certain Tran- 

8 er of) a Law 1 7 we are Ir D * 


2 2 An. 


. 8 ” * 


| * FR 8 PhiloGpher, ſo ey” pt by. the 
neſe, that the Popiſh Miſſionaries have not been able to proſel 
_ arty of thoſe People to the Faith of Chriſt, but by blending 
Morality with that of Chriſtianity. 
+ He invented the Potter's Wheel, went barefoot, deſpiſed 


Money, ſlept on the Ground; and was ſo temperate among the 


intemperate Scythians, that he gave Occaſion to that Proyerb. 


ANnactaRs1s IN ER — e was wont to compare the 


Laws to Cobwebs, that 9 Flies, but let the Waſpe eſcape. 
An antient Author Greek Sentences, and two 


8 Books of * one of fußt and the gither of Ethice. 


0 "oy 
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1 Saying: of AzteTivpvs or Courveius give 
* it an Authority * Was Zxuo a Lawgiver to 
«. Mankind 7 If not, what he, or any other Phi- 
* loſopher deliver'd, was but 2 Saying of his. 
Mankind might bearken to it, or reject it, as 
<<. they pleas'd, or as it ſuited their Intereſts, Pas- 
«flows; Principles, or Humotrs. They were under 
4 no Obligation': The Opinion of this or that Phi- 


_ << loſopher was of no Authority. And if it were, 


4 you muſt take al he faid under the ſamd Cha- 
* racter. Al his Dictates muſt go for Law, cer- 
tuin and true, or none of them: And then, if 
you will take any of the moral Sayings of Ep1- 


; * evRvs' (many whereof NES quotes with 


* Eſteem and Approbation) for Precepts of the 
Lat of Nature, muſt take all the reſt of 
is: —— ure or elſe his Authority 

< ceaſes. So no more is to be received from him, 
«or any of the Sages of old, for Parts of the 


Las Nau, as carrying with it an-Obliga- 


b te N bur what they prove to 
au | 


ban che Reader wil lows to infer, That 


i the Precepts and Opinions of Courvervs; 
Zwo, Bras, An AckA Rss, EPICURUS, Sor ox, 


Tol, Ste, &c. all colleFed together, would 


form ſo ee a Syſtem of 5 how much 
leſs Ba nce can be made on the Atheiſtical and 
Schemes Which go now endeavour*d to be 


* to . 5 


.F : 
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„ Principles of Reaſon; and reaching all the Da- 


0 ies of Life, I think no-body will fay, the 
« World had, before our Saviour's Time. 355 
Yar this, we cannot but obſerve, is che ſys 
Law, and the /ame Saviour, that are 


Subject of the profane Scoffs and Banter of the 2 


An eo 


ce Tis not enough, "a Mr. Lock * 
< that there were up and down ſcatter d Sayings 
«© of wiſe Men, conformable to right Reaſon : The 
« Law of NATvRE. is the Law of CONVENIENCE 
too; and tis no wonder, that thoſe. Men of 
«« Parts and ſtudious of Virtue, who had occaſion 
<« to think on any particular Part of it, ſhould, 
«6 * Meditation light on the right, even from the 

ervable Convenience and Beauty of it, without 


<< 4 out its Obligation from the true Prin- 
© ciples of the e _ ang. TR + * 


805 . 


« Bur theſe 8 e of Phila, | 


1 .phark and wiſe Men, however excellent in them- 
te ſelves, and wwell-intended by them, could never 


e make a Morality whereof the World could be 
« convinced; could never riſe to the Force of a2 


§,f,F.ꝑƷ³ OT RAPP ERTT” L 


. 


„ Wuar $ORVER ſhould IX be ao gs 1055 
| . 4 fal, 48 2 Standard to which Men ſhould conform 
4 their Manners, muſt have its e 


IEP NM RAVELGTION: ,- nt. * 


H ther auy one will pre prod to wp 
TOY Lawgiver to Mankind, and to have his Rules 
| . 23 for authentic Directions, muſt 9 that 


— * 
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40 either he builds his Doctrine upon Principles of 

Aso, ſelf-evident' in themſelves, and that he 
40 hues all the Parts of it from thence, by clear 
« and evident Demonſtration; or muſt ſhew his 


1 Commiſſion from HEAVEN, that he comes with 


« Authority from Gop, to deliver his Will and 


*« Command to the World. In the former Way, 
« no-body, that I know, before our Saviour's 
* Time, ever did, or went cats to give us a 


Ms A alitf. 


„ ”Prs true, there Ga a tow of Nani," bur i 
ho is there that ever did, or undertook to give 
4% jt us all imtire, as a Law, no more nor no le, 
<< than what was contain'd in, and had the Obli- 
4 gation of that Law? Who ever made out 41! 


e the Parts of it, . t them together, and ſhew'd 
„ the World their Ol; 


igation ? Where was there 
<« any ſuch Code, that Mankind might have Re- 


* courſe to, as their unerring Rule, before our 


„ Saviour's Time? If there was not, tis plain, 


there was NR ED of one to give us ſuch a Mora- 


« ity, ſuch a Lato, which might be the ſure'Guide 


of thoſe who had a Deſire” to go right,. and 


e might be certain when 2088 had e ct 


* 


ae in their Hag. 


4 S a Lw. of Marality e 9 
« hath given us in the New Teſtament; but by the 


<< latter of thoſe Ways, by REVELATION. We 
e have from HIM a full and fufficient Rule for our 
1 Direction, and corformable to that of Rx ASO. 


& But the Truth and Obligation of its Precept have 
« their Force, and are paſt Daubt to us, by the 


Evidence of his Miſſion. Hz was SENT BY 
„ Gop:: His MrzacLzs ſhew!it ' and the Au- 


1 „ thority of G6» in _ canner = nd: 


D 44. Niet 
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HERE Morality has a ſure Standard, that 
« REVELATION wouches, and REASON cannot 
_ «© gainſay, nor queſtion > but Bor H TooETRHER 

<< witneſs to come from Gop the great Lau- mater. 
« And ſuch an one as This out of the New Teſta- 
«© ment, I think the World never had, nor can any 
«© one ſay is any where elſe to be found,” 


THis great Author purſues the Argument in 
an equally ſtrong and advantageous Manner; bur 
this is enough for our preſent Purpoſe, and I con- 
tent myſelf to refer to the Piece itſelf, thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who are not ſo far gone in Infidelity, but 
that they would be glad to have Reaſon to approve 
of the Faith and Religion of their Forefathers, 

Wir n regard to ſuch as are ſo much farther 
gone in Infidelity, that they can join in blaſpheming _ 
and ridiculing the Miracles of Chriſt, the Divinity 
of his Per/on, and the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, I 
would only. obſerve, by the way, that as in this 
Treatiſe | this excellent Author lays the Streſs of 
our Salvation altogether on our FaiTH in Chriſt 
Feſus, IL would, if Mr, Locks be worthy. to be 
attended to in Oppoſition to Mr. WoorsToN and 
his Brethren, refer to their ſerious Conſideration, 
what a terrible Caſe they muſt be in, who renounce 
and deſpiſe: the ON. y Means, by which they can be 
ſaved ; and what muſt become of their poor im- 
mortal Souls, it the Doctrines of the Goſpel (which 
_ after all their impious Endeavours, they cannot 
Prove to be falſe) ſhould prove true ! 


IA perſuaded, that I need fay very little 
more to convince the Minds of ſuch as are not 
wilfully prejudiced, _ and have any Remains ot 
Candour and N and as I would avoid 


. 


1 New Star which conducted the 


mits, that our Saviour had 
; h that he learn' d Magic there. ; 
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running into too great a Length, fo 1 ſhall only 


extract from Mr. App1soNn*s Evidences of the 
Chriſtian Religion, lately publiſh'd, ſome Proofs 


from Pagan and other Authors, of the Truth of 


the Goſpel Diſpenſation; and then conclude. 


Tris Taſk we ſhall perform in a ſammar 
Manner; and leave it to the Confideration of al 
our Readers; many of whom, we are perſuaded, 


will be agreeably ſurpriz d to fee that, conſidering 


the Diſtance of Time, and other Circumſtances, 
fo much can be produced in Confirmation of this 
unportant Argument. : 


th 


Perron, Wirt and Pi heath 


4 4 who lived in or near the Fime of our 


Saviour, mention the Tax laid upon the Roman 
Empire, by Auguſtus Ceſar, which the Scripture 
takes Notice of as the Occaſion of ee and 


25 che Bleſſed Virgin's going to Betblebem. 


Cuarcipivs records &e Agpens wo ot of this 
en. 5 


 Macrxonivs and ſundry other Sen men- 


ti tion the Slaughter of the Children by Herod,” 


Cxlsus, that great 3 of S dn. 
een in Baue, 


72 *, 


Ta oi r us informs us, that Poihins Plate Was 


Governor of Judæa, and that Jus was brought 


in Judgment before 1 and N. him 8 


| and crucified. 


Mott 


Jö the 1 RIS 2417710 | 
'& x5, all Perfecutors of the CRT confeſs, that 
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many miraculous Cures, and Miracles, out of the 
ordinary Courſe of Nature, were wrought by 2 28 


' PaLzGoN, in his Annals, as Origen aſſures us, 
atteſts, that our Saviour foretold ſeveral Things 
which came to paſs according to his Prediction; 
and records, that at the Time of our Saviour's 
Death, there was a miraculous Darkneſs Lach a 
great Earthquake. | 


| Painy the Younger, about 70 8 after the 
Death of Chriſt, relates, That Jeſus was wor- 
ſhipped as a God among the Chriſtians: That 
they would rather ſuffer Death than blaſpheme | 
him : That they received a Sacrament, and by it 
enter d into a Vow of abſtaining from Sin and 
Wickedneſs: That they had private Aſſemblies 
of Worſhip, and uſed to join together in Hymns: 
Which Account agrees in all its Circumſtances with 
the Accounts we have in Holy Writ FF the firſt 
State of Chriſtianity. _ 


Juiian the Apoſtate never . offer'd to deny the 
Miracles and wonderful Works performed by 
St. Peter; but attributes them to a Book of Ma- 
Sical Secrets left him by our Saviour. 


PoxenvyRyY objects to Chriſtianity, ids ſince 
Jeſus had begun to be worſhipped, ÆAſculapius and 
the reſt of the Gods did no more converſe with Men: 
which ſhews, that the Devils or evil Spirits were ſub- 
ject to them, according to what had been predicted. 


a 8 who could not run the Lengths af 
Moolſton, tho a bitter and avow!d Enemy. of the 
Chriſtian Religion, attributes thoſe Miracles, which 
the latter denies and ridicules, to Art Magie; and fo 
falls into the Abſurdity of the eus, That our Savi- 
our ik: out Devils by 9 {he Prince FE the Devils. 7 
CHE * . 
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Tus are Authorities and Teſtimonies of 
Pagan Authors, and ſome of them Perſecutors of 


Chriſtianity. To which may be added a flagrant 
Teſtimony from an Author, who being once an 
Heathen, was converted by the Force of what he 
heard and ſaw, to the Chriſtian Faith. This was 


QUADRATVSs, a famous Athenian Philoſopher, 


Who lived within 60 Years of our Saviour*s Cru- 


cifixion, and wrote an Apology for Chriſtianity, 


Which was highly eſteemed by the moſt learned 


' Atheniatis :* which Apology was extant in the Time 


of Leo Viennenſis, Anno 870. This Author, after 


having ſhewn that falſe Miracles were generally 
wrought in Obſcurity, and before few or no Wit- 


neſſes, ſpeaking of thoſe wrought by our Saviour, 


has the following Paſſage : — <+ But His Works 
were always ſeen, becauſe they were true: They 


* were ſeen by thoſe who were healed,” and by thoſe 
* who were raiſed from the Dead. Nay, theſe 


% Perſons who were thus healed and raiſed, were 
<«« ſeen not only at the Time of their being healed and 


* raiſed, but long afterwards. Nay, they were 
' << ſeen not only all the while our Saviour was «por 
"« Earth, but ſurvived after his Departure out of this 


„ World; nay, ſome of them were living in our 


4 Days.“ Evidences of the Chriſtian Religion, p. 21. 


Jus TIN MA R TVR, about 100 Years after 


Chriſt, in his Diſputes with the Heathen Philoſo- 
phers, in Preſence of the Emperor, and the whole 


0 


* Roman Senate, appeals for the Truth of Chriſt's 
Miracles to the Record of Pontius Pilate, which 
he tranſmitted to Rome after the Examples of 
other Governors of Provinces, and which contained 


all the Memorable Tranſactions that happen'd 


in the Time of his Government: And this he 
appeals to as a Record then public and extant; 
Which he durſt not have done, eſpecially in ſo 


auguſt 


e 
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auguſt a Preſence, if his learned Adverſaries could 
have contradicted him. And there is much more 
Reaſon to believe, That more excellent and impor- 
tant Pieces have been loſt, beſides this noble Record, 
on the Side of Chriſtianity, than on the other Side; 
eſpecially when it is conſidered, that all the Powers 
of the Earth were combin'd to perſecute, and even 
to extirpate the Faith of Chriſt, and that the Rulers 
of the World continued Pagan for almoſt 300 Years 
after the Promulgation of the Goſpel. 


TRE ſame excellent Author farther obſerves, 
That it happen'd very providentially for the Ho- 
nour of the Chriſtian Religion, that it did not 
take its Riſe in the dark, literate Ages of the 
World : But at a Time when Arts and Sciences 
were at their Height. And *tis obſervable, that it 
had very early, many illuſtrious Converts to it, 


who nodoubt examin'd ſtrictly, and were throughly 


fatisfy'd of the Truth of our Saviour's Hiſtory. 
Three of the earlieſt, were Jos EPEH of Arimatbæa, 
a Member of the Fewi/h Sanbedrim, Dionysrvus 
one of the Athenian Areopagus, and FLavivs 
CLEMENS, a Senator, and even Conſul of Rome, 
And TERTULLIAN tells the Roman Governors, 


That their Corporations, Councils, Armies, Tribes, 


Companies, the Palace, the Senate, and Courts 
of Judicature, were filled with Chriſtians. | 


 Axrnosivs alſo aſſerts, That Men of the fineſt 


Parts and Learning, Orators, Grammarians, 
Rhetoricians, Lawyers, Phyſicians, Philoſophers, 
deſpiſing the Sentiments they had been fond of, 
took up their Reſt in the Chriſtian Religion; 
and that, no doubt, upon the fullef Conviction 
of the Truth of it. | a 


EER one of theſe, in thoſe Primitive Times ot 


_ Chriſtianity took for granted the Truth 13 
: | | | vVan- 
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Evangelical Narratives, which now (ſo many Centu- 
ries. afterwards). are become the prophane 74s and 
Ridicule of Apoſiates.and Scoffers. And many of theſe | 


_ muſt beeven.£ye-#ineſſes of the Efficacy of the Afpo- 
Ales Preaching, and of the Miracles with which they 


ported the Doctrines they taught. For who could 
fuſe their Ralig in the Miracles of Cbriſt, when they 
ſaw thoſe who atteſted the Truth of them, perform- 


ing themſelves like Miracles to thoſe they teſtify d of? 


*T 1s an Obſervation of IREnAvs very appo- 
ſite to our Purpoſe, in proving the unerring and 
immutable Truth of the Chriſtian Syſtem, and the 
faithful Relations of the four Evangeliſts, that 
thoſe barbarous Nations, who. had at firſt only 


learned the Hiſtory of our Saviour from thoſe 
who had converted them to Chriſtianity before the 


Goſpels were written, had among them the ſame 
Accounts of our Saviour, which they afterwards met 
with in the. four Avangeliſts. An unconteſtable 
Proof of the Harmony and Concurrence between 


the Holy Scripture and the Tradition of the Churches 


in thoſe early Times of Chriſtianity ; and what 
muſt have contributed not a little to make way 


for the univerſal Reception of the Holy Goſpels. 


I ux cruel Deaths and exquiſite Tortures which 
the Primitive Martyrs ſuffer d, rather than renounce 
the Faith of Jeſus, and be guilty of the leaſt 
Hypecriſy, or mental Reſervation, which perhaps 


they might have lived to repent of, and be for- 


given for, is another ſtrong Proof of the Truth 


of that Religion, which alone could inſpire the 


illuftrious Sufferers with Hopes ſufficient to 


cCounterballance that ſtrange Variety of exquiſite 
Tortures which they ſo magnanimouſly endured, 


Fon my Part; /ays this excellent Author, when 
& I. conſider that it was not an unaccountable 
es ” Obſtinacy 
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Obſtinacy in a Jingle Man, or in any particulur 
c Set of Men, in ſome extraordinary Future ; 
e but that there were Multitudes of 3 Sex, of 
<< every Age, of different Countries and Conditions, 
«©. who, for near 300 Years together, made this 
« glorious Confeſſion of their Faith, in the midſt of 
« Tortures, and in the Hour of Death; I muſt 
* conelude, that they were either of another 
Mate than Men are at preſent ; or chat they 
< had ſuch miraculous Supports as were peculiar 


< to thoſe Times of Chriſtianity, when witkheut 
„them, perhaps, the very ne oy | 


6 have been extingithed: ** 

AU Wu, bees eaten Digituley: Gor whe 
Deſpiſers of Faith and Miracles to account. for 
on the Foot of their boaſted ny and in nn pag 
preſear dence of Thinking. 1c 0? 1 

WE eight FIT Kill uch more, ah d ver” 
to add to-the — — Evidences of the Chrifbian 
Religion from Mr. Lock and »MruAibpsom, 
ſome farther Proofs in Confirmation chereof from 


thoſe great Philoſophers Mr. Bo Lx and Sir IS AAT | 


NewToN; but we are induc'd to believe, that 


we have ſaid enough to convince an ingenuous 


Mind; and all the Evidence: that could be farther 


brought, will not be ſufficient to mov the nn 
of Took as are determined nn ee 


WE ſhall however: bb That W 


known, that every one of thoſe four Gentlemen 
were Adverſaries to Euubuſiuſm and Superſtition, 
and broke through che Preſulites of Education, 
and ſtruck out - Nem and Sur primimg Lights, 
(eſpecially Mr. Locks, Mr Boy ie and Sir 
Isaac NzwrToN) in albche Branches of Philoſophy ; 
and yet all their extenſive Diſcoveries, and the 
; Effects of their- boundleſs Enquivies, ſerv'd them 


for 
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for no other Purpoſe (for they were Modest as well 
as Great Men; which, by the Way, are Qualities 
in a manner inſeparable) than to increaſe their 
Faith, and ſtrengthen their Belief of the Myſteries 
of Providence, and of he 7 rut þ of the e 
en | 


the the re thee: nem, * 1 


was much more ſtill to be known; and this 
taught them that Made 5 with regard to them- 
ſelves, and that Submiſſion with regard to Provi- 
dence, which are the great and conſtant Attendants 
of Noble and Capacious Minds; two Qualities, 
which , how much the Sceptics and Infidels of 


the preſent Age, are wanting in. let their . 


en heir "Converſations Ipeak. 


VI *tis farther obſervable, chat ry one of 


theſe Gentlemen were Laymen, and ſo could not 
be ſuſpected to be in a Plot to promote that 


Prieſtcraſt which it is ſo much the Faſhion of 
our preſent Ridiculers of the Chriſtian Faith, to 
cry out upon, and to which they ſenſeleſly impute 
every. ſerious Attempt to Pee the Honour: of 
* and Ae 5 0 7 


ISuALL Conclude, wich Arnet 80 that 


ant I have offer'd in ſo. plain, fo intelligible, 


and, as 1 hope, ſo Rational. a Manner, ray be 
attended with ſuch Succeſs, that if it does not 
'convince the hbarden d Minds of ſeme, it may 
however confirm the doubting Minds of others, 
and inſpire them with a due Belief of, and Reverence 
for, that Sacred Diſpenſation, which will appear 
to every unprejudic d Enquirer, to be ſo wiſely 

calculated to promote our . Wes 1 x 
IE ak: eo e 


— 


5 22 52 C 


3 3 1 
2 ” - 14. * 
8 7 £ * — 
1 74 * * wm, 24 LS 
& 4 ; - 47 3 Eid "Pp, 7.x i 1 * 4 
8 0 as 
* * 


MEER 


POSTSCRIPT. 


N Compliance with the Requeſt of a 
III valuable Friend, who is Father of a 


Ken 8 numerous Family, and has been parti - 


cularly affected by the following melan- 


choly Letter, we inſert it here. It was publiſh'd 
in one of the Weekly Papers in September laſt; 
and contains an Account of a Caſe that ſeems a 
Second to that of the unhappy Gentleman in the 
Temple, which we hinted at p. 22. who, unable 
to. contend with the ſhocking Uncertainties that 
his Deiſtical Acquaintance had involved him in, 
laid violent Hands on himſelf to experience the 
Certainty of thoſe Truths which he had been 
taught to queſtion. 


"ST: 8 - 

AM a conſtant Reader of your Papers, and 
1 like them very well, and am, above all Things, 

ſatisfied with thoſe excellent Pieces in them that 
ſo pathetically repreſent the Decay of Religion and 
Morality amongſt us in this Age; and I aſſure you, 
if a Stop be not put to the Corruption both of 
Principles and Practices which now prevail among 


the younger Sort, that I firmly believe, Heaven, 


by ſome heavy Judgments, will interpoſe, and 
work our Reformation; for there's no correcting 


and reforming of Nations, when their Iniquities \--:-- ©. 


are full, but in this Way. | 3 
; 0 H THERE 
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THERE is no Man living upon the Face of 
the Earth hath ſo much Reaſon to complain of 
this as I have, — and I am d that you 

will join Iſſue with me in the following Account. 


I HAD a Son, who was always brought up under 

my Eye; in Religion and Learning he made an 
equal Progreſs ; he was a Comfort to his Parents, 
and a Credit to our Miniſter, who inſtructed him. 
All that examined him declared, that his Judg- 
ment in Things was folid beyond his Years, and 
that he had Learning, without its Attendants in 
our public Places PL Ace at this Day, viz. -- 
Vice and Immorality. Ts - 


I was over-perſuaded to put him in the Temple, 
where he had continued almoſt a Tear; he came 
down in the Vacation Time to ſee us; but I found 
a ſtrange Alteration in him as to Religion; he had 
entirely loſt that Seriou/ne/s in it chat he had from 
his Infancy ; he lay in Bed on Sundays commonly 
till Noon, and I found that it was with a Kind of 
Reluctancy he went to Church but once a Day, 
and was become extremely backward to read 
Prayers in the Family, which he did before with 
the greateſt Fervency and Zeal ; at which I was 

much diſturb*d. 8 e | 


TxRM-Time returning, he dutifully took his 
Leave of me and his Mother, and return'd to his 
Chambers. But he had ſcarce been a Month there, 
before I was ſent for to receive his laſt Breath. 
I made, upon the receiving this afflicting Account, 
ready immediately for my Journey 3 and indeed 
when I came to London, I found him delirious and 
ſenſeleſs, — the Surgeon with him, who, by 
Order of the Phyſician, had open'd a Vein in each 
Arm; for his Diſtemper was a violent 5 N a 
- ever, 


Father, 
« that 1 have been a Deif? ſince M came here. 
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Fever, attended with a Pleurify, Next Morning 
he came to himſelf; whereupon, to keep him from 


the Noiſe of Company, I got him removed | to a 
Friend's Houſe,” 


Wu EN he was ſettled in a convenient Chair, 
J fat down , him; then he fell upon my Face 
and wept ; after he had given a Vent to his Tears, 
he ſpoke — Oh! if che Miniſter, my Maſter, 
was here, I would open my Mind to him, for 
the Flame of my Conſcience is more violent than 
that of my Au, but ſince he is not, therefore, 
— — faith he, — I will act the ſincere Part of the 


ROY Prodigal with you. 


You muſt imagine that the Addreſs ſurprized 
me, but the Tenderneſs of a Father gave Way to 


it. grounded upon that what he had to ſay might be 


the Remiſsneſs in the Duties of Reli- 


gion, whi ich I obſerved 3 in him, as I have told you. 


Bur, alas! the Caſe was quite otherwiſe !— 
he made a Confeſſion to me that I never expected. 
I muſt, to my Confuſion, own,— 


L ſtood it out, ir is true, for a Month. 
but my Companions brought me 'Bayborack's 


4 Prefatory Introdudtion to Puffendorf*s Law of 


„Nature and Nations, and from thence argued, 
„that Chriſtian Religion, now profeſs'd, was no 
„more but the Comments of the Fathers, who 
4 at beſt were but a Pack of Enthuſiaſts, Per- 

«' ferutors, Immoral, Ignorant, and Sanguinary 
* Villains! and that Pythagoras, Thales, Angxa- 


«6 goras, Oc. and above all, that M COR, the | 


N ob * i» 


4 _— 


. 


_— 


* How 3 has Mr. Locke S this profane Plea, 
is CEO EIT P. 44, 45? 


Ha cn. 


* 


— — — 
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„ Chineſe Philoſopher, . had more Religion and 
„ Morality. than all the F athers put together. — 
„At laſt they jeſted on the Trinity, and on the 


* Incarnation of the Son of God, as the Effects 
*« of the Holy Fathers Enthu/t afm and Stupidity. 


* AND what above all took moſt with me, 
e Was a rigid Diſſenter's ſaying, That there was 
nothing in Religion: As for his Part, he'd 


form himſelf into that Shape by the which 
c he thought he ſhould TO mod? Frais in the 


„% Law. 


0 "HIER by. theſe Argumbnes, given the 
<*© Looſe to my former Principles, I enter'd into 


all the Meaſures of Exceſs with them; the 
3 C onſequence of which is my preſent Diſtemper. 
He had ſcarce ended this molt aſtoniſhing Account 


to me, but that his. Pleuriſy return'd, and again 


he was blooded, and to the next . he 


| opavd not his Mouth. 


* in a -fow Weeks he 1 ſo 
much Strength as to go by eaſy Journeys into 


the Country: where I got, to his Deſire, the 


Fathers, and beſt Commentaries on the Bible, 


from which he made Collections upon moſt of 
the moral Virtues, and concluded, that there could 
be no inward Peace, without a ſaving Knowledge 


of them, as contained in the Scriptures, together 


with the Comments of the Fathers: on them in the 


Arſt Ages of the Church, —— and almoſt was always 


a-weeping, for Fear S had ol 1 off for his ; 
2 DEC ve 


-Onz — in 8 „ as s he turn'd 


wy " his Eye upon Salvian, he faid, —. *<* Honour'd 
1 e — I think the * of this Nation is 


* 


i 
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0 very much like that of the Romans, when the 
* Goibs and Yandals ſubdued them; they profeſ d 
«« Chriſtianity, yet, in the mean Time, they made 
e a Feſt of every Virtue it enjoyn'd; — for 
<« which, ſaith be, God diſown'd them ſo far. 
1 < that they became tame Slaves to thoſe barbarous 
* People to whom before they would not vouch- 
„ ſafe the Honour of Alliance or of Peace. 


From the Summer-houſe we went into the 
Fall; but he no ſooner ſat down, but that a tick- 
ling Cough ſerz'd him, which gradually encreaſed 
till it came to the higheſt Degree of Vehemence, 
and at laſt by it there broke an Ulcer in his Lungs, 

which immediately ſtrangled or ſuffocated him. 
Jo mention my Grief is needleſs. God only knows 
how great. it is! — I only write this for the 
Warning of others,. — eſpecially to young Stu- 
dents of tbe Law, — that they may not be the 
Cauſe of ſo great Sorrow to their Parents in this 
1 Age as my Son hath been fo his tender 


e „ £0” 


Tux Degeneracy of a hopeful Son, juſt at the Time when 
the re. og Parent was 2 to 3 Fruits of the 
: 00d S he had ſo carefully ſown in his Mind, and which, 
as he flatter d himſelf, he had already perceived beginning 
to bloſſom out to the Honour of his Name and Family, - 
is ceralply one of the moſt melancholy and affecting Trials 
that can happen to human Nature. Such tender Parents, 
as are wont to watch with Tranſport the beautiful Dawn 
of the Morning of Life in their Childrens Minds, and to 
35 pleaſe themſelves with the hopeful oy ariſing from 
thence of the Reſplendency of their fuller Day of Manhood, 
can beſt account for the Pangs that muſt torture and rack 
the Soul of the good Father, who having fafely conducted 
his Child by the Hand from helpleſs Infancy through the 
firſt dangerous Years of Youth, beholds him at laſt, by the 
Force of evil Examples, ſeduced from his Duty, and making 
$ Forfeit of his Virtue and Religion at his rn * | 


PL 
” | Wh 


2 
48 ” 
* 
55 


62 POSTSCRIPT. 


ay call Independent This Caſe that 
— wart 9 


truly boca a Seduction, what they mult have to anſwer 


* * w God and to their Fellow - Creatures, on this Ac- 
Neflexion that one time or other, * perhaps, 


when they are-loaſt prepared to ſupport it) will 


| find chem out, and filtheir Minds with infupporrable Aegi 


Bur there & one thing more, that v we muſt take notice 
of, however reluctantly, relating to the Principles of ſome 


the Gentlemen = whoſe Care the Education of Youth 


_ -inttuſted at the Univerſities. Tin indeed with great Re = 


pave are 0 — thing char in be 
15 to N 1 a a famous ow een 
earnings | or we have all im eference 
and Yenerarion : forks too true, and 250 notorious, that 


it ennnot beconcealed, That even TRHERx, artheFountain- 
dend, our Youth too often receive thoſe early Taints of In- 
ſidelitys wich make them ſuſceptible: of har Infe@tion | 
. Which afterwards. overſpreads 2 


mention this deplorable Truth, 3 in 8 


8 which we do 2 all poſſible 2 | 
.Guardians 


to the ſerious Confidertrion of all Fathers and 


a have at Heart the Honour of God and Religion, and | 


8 Welfare and Happineſs of their Children and 
Wards, that they thoroughly fatisfy themſelves in Relation 


to the un/aſp Ged Sounds + 2 the. Tutor's Chriſtiam Priuci- 
lee. Tr ought not to be; thotight ſufficient that an One 


contents himſelf to he accounted a mere Moral 


For 


cho the Ties of Moralfty, join'd with Motives froth common 
— 3 3 r to Nene Hs, 1 his Lee F 
0 et may not ong e Or 
the Wen Gen Gentleman, hen, are, — by violent 
- Apperites, and ſupported by plentiful an ering Circum- 
Jar he is permitted to launch out into a World 5 | 

| th Temprations and Dangers, which 7 ny al the Hol 

— Religion can take on his Paſſions of 


ope and Fear, to 


2 and . = 2 Puig this only. for a 
ution, which: I am orry Iam to think * : 
- TEST of ants in this Place, . 


"Fi H 2 * N b. 1 


3 aſions of ſo terrible and 


